Supporting Authorities Group Meeting
01/05/2024 14:00-15:30
This meeting was recorded.
Present
WSCC, RDC, A&WC, SxNP, RDC, ADC, NE, CDC, E&LC, HDC, ADC, E&LC, SDNPA, HDC, WSCC, ESCC, CBC, MDC, BHCC, ESCC, WayForward

No apologies.
WSCC chaired. No matters arising. Everything actioned in last meeting will be picked up on agenda.
Summary Actions:
	1.2.d.i.
	Send West Sussex documents to SDNPA.

	2.2.b.
	Use their own channels to help WayForward with communications.

	2.2.c.
	Share video and other related content to the youth cabinets.

	3
	Send any comments and feedback on the plans and strategies piece and to flag any new plans/strategies that can be added (no set date).



Previous Actions:
	1.2.c.
	Put uploaded Defra webinars and slides onto Basecamp.

	2.1.f.i
	Promote website via circulation of the link.

	
	Follow up on the Google accessibility issue of the website.

	2.1.f.ii.
	Introduce WayForward to the communications staff member of BHCC.

	3
	Complete tasks requested in slides.

	4.1.a.
	Provide comments on ADC initial Local Plan document.

	4.1.b.
	Arrange meeting with ADC.



UPDATE
1. Update: LNRS progress
1.1. Defra updates:-
a. Mapping potential measures guidance published and being evaluated.
b. Budget – more than enough to cover interim period.
1.2. Project plan: overall progress is good:-
a. On track to deliver pre-consultation draft to SAG by December 2024.
b. WBS 1 Preparatory work:
i. All complete.
c. Steps 1&3:
i. APIB map complete but being finessed. 
ii. Description chapter in development.
d. Step 4
i. Plans and strategies piece complete.
1.3. Capturing existing action:-
a. Project mapping tool nearing completion. Waiting to be finalised.
1.4. Species:-
a. [bookmark: _Hlk165472252]T&FG has been formed. 
b. Species long list collated and will work to reduce to short list.
1.5. Marine:-
a. [bookmark: _Hlk165472374]Ongoing liaison with Sussex Bay on their Seascape Restoration Strategy. Will work closely to get high level marine priorities.
b. National marine LNRS group dissolved. 
1.6. Next steps:-
a. Complete the description chapter. 
b. Continue to progress step 4.
c. Continue with engagement (landowners, health/wellbeing, youth and businesses).
d. Work on shortlisting species.
e. Convene Technical Review Panel.

2. Update: Engagement activites


2.1. [bookmark: _Hlk165466418]Interim public survey results. 1260 responses as of this morning:- 
a. What do people love?
i. Favourite habitats – woodland most mentioned.
ii. Favourite species – birds are by far the favourite group. 
b. What have people noticed?
i. Negative changes:
· Decline in species abundance and condition/extent of habitats.
· Urbanisation/development, litter/pollution/pesticides, declining condition (poor management practices), other pressures.
ii. Positive changes:
· Work being done by LNRS partners to create/improve habitats.
· Changes in land management and practices.
· Action at home.
iii. Species:
· Loss in bird numbers, insects, hedgehogs, bats and amphibians.
· Increase in birds of prey and return of storks and butterflies.
· Increase in invasive species, including deer and urban foxes.
iv. Most people are concerned but ongoing work is a source of hope.
c. What do people want to see?
i. Habitats:
· Most mentioned – woodland, hedgerows, river catchment, meadows and marine.
ii. Species:
· Most mentioned – birds, hedgehogs, butterflies, insects and bees.
iii. Co-benefits:
· Most mentioned – clean air and water, and reduction in flood and storm impact. Just knowing that there is action for nature.
iv. Other themes:
· Thoughtful development, green corridors, working with farmers, joined up planning, local action enabled and better access.
2.2. Next steps:
a. Upcoming public webinars in June. Educational and inspiring. Sourcing some case studies (e.g. B&H Albion, W2W and other community groups).
b. Entering a big stage of communications to get messages out.
c. Working with youth cabinets of Sussex to create engaging content. Aiming to create a younger person friendly version of the survey and send to schools.
d. Upcoming farmer/landowner conversations in May/June.

3. Update: Plans and Strategies


4. Follow up: health/wellbeing LNRS workshop
Online event in February 2024 to discuss the LNRS process and health/wellbeing role.


Will present to SENP on this piece of work to share lessons learned.
5. Discussion: Biodiversity Opportunity Areas
Understanding the relationship between BOAs and LNRS.


Discussion
In several local plans/strategies, there is a policy that relates specifically to BOAs. 97% of BOAs are still valuable and there is the potential to expand some of these.
LNRS will be material consideration in planning but importance between LNRS and BOAs unclear. BOAs are also potentially important for BNG so there needs clarity over that too.
Incorporate BOAs as a strand of work within the production of LNRS to keep them relevant.
Defra state that LNRSs won’t cover everything. BOAs (+other strategies) will also be important.
6. AOB
First ADC LP direction of travel document is out for consultation, finishes on 13th May 5pm.
7. DONM
7.1. Next meeting on 05/06/2024
SAG_Plans and strategies update_Apr 2024v2.pdf


LNRS Plans and 
Strategies
Update to SAG, April 2024


Julie Middleton, SxNP







At key stages –
reflect what is 
in existing 
plans and 
strategies


Description


Priorities for nature and nature-based 
solutions


Measures for delivery







Work 
Completed


� Review of all available documents complete – for East Sussex and 
West Sussex


� Matrix – circulated to all Local Authorities identifying how contents 
of plans/strategies have been used to inform a list of priorities for 
each LNRS


� These cover broad themes and so the wording for both counties is 
the same, although the detail and supporting information behind 
each differs for the two LNRS areas


� The priority list – provides us with a ‘starter for 10’….and a structure 
for further conversations with stakeholders about what the priorities 
for nature should be







Request to 
SAG


� Look at the list of plans/strategies reviewed – and identify any gaps.  
Provide links to these.


� Look at the summary documents relevant to you and identify any 
information that has been missed in our trawl:


� Priorities 
� Key sites/locations that relate to these priorities – already noted in 


plans/strategies


• Add this information (with relevant links) to the relevant summary 
document:


ØDistrict and Borough Councils: district summary documents
ØBHCC, County Councils, Protected Landscapes: county-scale 


documents 
ØIf you have time  you can review the other relevant document for your 


area (e.g. as a district you may want to look at the county-scale 
document) – but this is not a priority.







Habitats Proposed Priorities
Geological 
sites/
features


• Protect/maintain/enhance designated geodiversity/geological sites and their 


contribution to biodiversity


Rivers and 
catchments


• Improve water quality within freshwater bodies, particularly rivers, streams and 


ponds
• Improve natural function of rivers, flood plains, water courses and water bodies 


Chalk 
Streams


• Recover/improve chalk streams (water flows and water quality) and the unique 


biodiversity they support 


Wetland


• Protect and enhance existing wetlands/ wetland habitats (key areas Romney Marsh, 


Pevensey Levels, Eastbourne, Lower reaches of River Rother, Eastern Low Weald) to 
support and enhance landscape and biodiversity and wider functions they provide


• Improve/restore linkages/connections between wetland habitats 


• Expand area of wetland habitats e.g. reedbeds, flood plain grazing marsh, water 


meadows and wet woodland to support biodiversity and provide wider 


environmental benefits (e.g. water quality, flood risk reduction)


Water bodies
• Improve condition of water bodies to achieve favourable condition (lakes, reservoirs, 


ponds) (particular priority across East Sussex = ponds?)
• Create new lakes and ponds to provide additional habitat/connectivity?


Chalk 
grassland 


• Improve/enhance existing chalk habitats to provide benefits for wildlife and wider 


environment (e.g. water resource management)
• Increase ecological/habitat connectivity of chalk downland/grassland


• Specific: reduce fragmentation of dip slope chalk grassland habitat (South Downs)


• More general: Restore chalk grassland and associated habitats at a landscape scale 


to support biodiversity and deliver wider landscape and environmental benefits


• Increase area of chalk grassland habitat


Other 
grassland 
(incl. pasture, 
species rich 
grassland and 


arable)


• Protect existing species-rich grassland as a natural capital asset at risk


• Improve connectivity of species rich grassland 
• Enhance/restore species rich grassland/meadows  (Specific priority for High Weald 


as this is the most threatened habitat in the HW)


• Protect/maintain unimproved permanent grassland and meadow


• Restore degraded neutral grassland to buffer sites and encourage pollinators ??


• Conserve and re-create wet meadow and pasture habitats
• Expand area of species rich grassland  


Heathland 
(incl. chalk and 
lowland)


• Protect and enhance (Improve condition) lowland heath habitats


• Improve habitat connectivity (heathland)
• Improve condition of existing heathlands….


• High Weald: protect and enhance ecological function of field and heath as part of 


field and heath as part of complex mosaic of High Weald habitats


Farmland & 
soil • Enhance nature and wildlife habitats within the farmed landscape 


Mixed scrub


• Create and manage scrub and wilder boundaries to ….provide structural diversity 


between habitats and additional habitat for other specific species
• Restore scrub and woodlands on calcareous soils (as part of chalk habitat 


restoration)…


Woodland 
(ancient and 
other types 


and traditional 
orchards)


• Manage woodland to create a more diverse woodland age and species structure.


• Improve/enhance existing woodland habitat condition to support biodiversity.
• Protect and enhance ancient woodland and other vulnerable woodland habitats 


such as ghyll woodland and wet woodland…


• Restore (enhance and create?) traditional orchards…


• Enhance/restore parkland and wood pasture…


• Maintain and enhance existing pattern of woodland cover in the landscape 
(woodland pattern of particular importance in High Weald in association with 


fieldscape/heath and other habitats)


• Create new native woodland to support biodiversity and improve habitat 


connectivity


• Increase tree cover (right tree in right place) – for multiple benefits including 
biodiversity


• Establish new areas of urban woodland which offer multiple benefits to wildlife, 


residents and landscape


Habitats Proposed Priorities continued


Hedgerows & 
field 
boundaries


• Retain historic field patterns and boundary features – strengthening existing 
hedgerow boundaries where necessary


• Reinstate lost hedgerows
• Restore derelict and overgrown hedgerows
• Improve woodland/hedgerow linkages/connectivity in the landscape


Verges, 
routeways


• Manage verges to support and encourage wildflowers/biodiversity/pollinators.
• Protect and enhance ecological function of historic routeways and their associated 


habitats (i.e. habitats along these routeways including verges


Trees


• Protect Elm trees to preserve the remaining population.
• Protect and retain aged/veteran trees for historic and visual interest, and for 


wildlife.
• Protect and replace veteran trees (Hedges and shaws in HW)
• Replace feature tree groups and parkland trees as they deteriorate with age
• Protect and replace street trees and parkland trees in urban areas (esp Elm)
• Manage and plant new street trees for visual interest and wildlife.
• Priority: street trees in locations where street trees are currently or have been in the 


past


Green & blue 
corridors/
infrastructure


• Protect and enhance existing green /blue infrastructure as important areas for 
wildlife, particularly in urban areas


• Better connect existing green infrastructure to create a GI network – increasing 
benefits for people and wildlife


• Establish new green and blue corridors to provide links to the wider integrated green 
network.


• Establish new corridors to better link rural and urban areas (incl urban fringe)…for 
nature and people


Nature in 
urban spaces 
/ publicly 
owned land


• Enhance biodiversity in existing parks, other publicly owned spaces/land
• Create new ‘nature-rich’ accessible greenspaces in areas where they are needed 


most (for people and nature)


Habitat 
connectivity


• Improve ecological connectivity of habitats across the landscape (rural and 
urban)….to support biodiversity and increase resilience to environmental change


• Strategic opportunities/specific habitats: river valleys; heathland and woodland 
complexes; chalk grassland; arable margins and scrub; green infrastructure within 
urban areas and between urban areas and urban fringe


Habitat 
condition 


• General/high level…Improve/enhance condition of habitats 
• General/high level: Increase area/extent of priority habitats


Coastal
(incl. dune, 
vegetated 
shingle, cliff, 
saltmarsh, 
lagoon, 
slope)


• Reduce pressures on coastal habitats 
• Protect coastal habitats ‘at risk’ from further loss to development (vegetated shingle, 


mudflats and saltmarsh, grazing marsh)
• Extend areas of coastal habitats where possible/ support resilience in face of coastal 


squeeze/tidal inundation/ climate change


Marine


• Recovery of marine habitats that have been damaged or destroyed and where there 
is potential for recovery (Saltmarsh, seagrass, kelp): enhancement, expansion, 
creation of habitat 


• Others?


Key/
Characteristic 
species


• Recovery of known threatened species whose conservation cannot be delivered 
through wider habitat-based work alone


• Manage, restore and create wetland to assist wetland bird species.
• Protect and restore chalk grassland to increase biodiversity, particularly for chalk-


downland species.
• Establish a network of heathland habitat to assist heathland bird species.
• Encourage land management practices to support pollinators.
• Manage and enhance catchments to assist fish species.
• Protect and support the recovery of rare, notable and recovering species.


Designated 
sites


• Protect, improve and better connect existing designated sites.
• Improve habitat condition of existing Local Wildlife Sites
• Mitigate pressure on designated sites e.g. through creation of SANGs
• Increase area designated as a protected site(s) (?)/ create new designated sites 


where appropriate







How we will 
use it to 
identify 
priorities….


Long list 
of 


Priorities


Short list 
of 


Priorities


This 
analysis….


Wider 
stakeholder 


engagement


LNRS


Agreeing priorities & identifying potential measures within LNRS     Advice for Responsible Authorities  
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 LNRS PRIORITIES LONGLIST 


Process overview 


Identifying possible priorities and 
measures (creating a longlist) 


Agreeing priorities (shortlisting) 


Gather information from stakeholders 


(section 3.1) 


Consider possible priorities and potential 


measures from other plans and strategies 


(section 3.2) 


LNRS LIST OF PRIORITIES 


Agree and undergo process of shortlisting, balancing 


criteria-based and preference-based factors (section 4.1) 


Finalise list of priorities (section 4.2) 


Scope the longlist 


(section 3.3) 


Agree final presentation of priorities (section 5.1 & 5.2) 







Gathering 
priorities from 
Stakeholders 


� Surveys: continue to gather general insights that can help to 
support priorities


� Specific stakeholder input in process:
� Delivery partners – workshop on 22nd April
� Landowners
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Partnerships Workshop
Ropetackle Arts Centre, Shoreham-by-Sea
22nd April 2024


SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk



http://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/
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48 attendees from 30 organisations


• SWT
• RSPB
• Woodland Trust
• National Trust


NGOs
Catchment 


Partnerships (CP)
Placed-based 


recovery initiatives National Landscapes
Local Authorities and 


Govt bodies


• Sussex Wildlife 
Trust/Sussex Kelp 
Recovery Project


• RSPB


• Woodland Trust


• National Trust


• Living Coast 
Biosphere


• Nature Friendly 
Farming Network


• Sussex Beaver 
Partnership


• Arun & Western 
Streams CP/Arun & 
Rother Rivers Trust


• Adur & Ouse CP/Ouse 
& Adur Rivers Trust


• Cuckmere and 
Pevensey CP/South 
East Rivers Trust


• Rother And Medway 
CP/SERT


• Southern Water


• Weald to Waves


• Three Harbours 
Partnership


• Wilder Horsham 


• Wilder Ouse


• Ashdown Forest 
recovery bid


• Arun recovery bid


• City, Coast and 
Country Landscape 
scale recovery bid


• Sussex Bay


• South Downs 
National Park


• Chichester Harbour


• High Weald


• Sussex IFCA


• Natural England


• Environment Agency


• Forestry Commission


Plus hosts: East Sussex and West Sussex County Councils and the Sussex Nature Partnership







� To bring together the key delivery and enabling organisations for nature in Sussex. 


� As well as having existing priorities, they have or enable projects to take action. 


Workshop aims 


� To review the big overarching priorities for nature’s recovery in Sussex.


� To understand their own short-medium term priorities and plans.


� To get a sense of what they want reflected in the LNRS so we can make them as useful as possible.


The workshop starts a conversation about the places where we want to take action to deliver the 
priorities.  This work will inform the two Sussex LNRS but also goes beyond them.


Purpose
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� Sussex Wildlife Trust


� South Downs National Park


� High Weald National Landscape


� Chichester Harbour National Landscape


� Weald to Waves


5 organisations presented their priorities…
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1. Where is important for biodiversity in Sussex?
� Review and familiarisation with LNRS APIB maps


2. Review existing published priorities and add others
� Identify key priorities, and discuss opportunities for 


NbS, species, and ‘bigger, better, joined up’.


3. Share your delivery plans 
� Which are in hand or in plan to deliver by 2030?  


3 Exercises
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Photos from the day
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Next steps


� Collating outputs from this workshop


� Continuing discussions with other stakeholders (engagement 
plan)


� Review of survey information


� Use feedback to develop a formal longlist of priorities for each 
LNRS


� Also use information to inform description and opportunities 
sections







Towards a 
short list of 
priorities –
proposed 
steps


1. Final longlist


� Add to the initial long-list developed from plans and strategies –
based on stakeholder engagement


� Refine wording and agree ‘language’*


� Review with Working Group and Technical Review Panel


� Agree final ‘long list’.


2. Criteria for shortlisting – identify and agree 


3. Carry out shortlisting 


4. Circulate/consult on Shortlist 


Activity on step 1 is underway


Details on timings and detail of steps 2-4 under discussion







For interest…
Kent priority 
short-list 


� >60 priorities short-listed


� https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH
_kuotz5qs39fkJtQtbBvekhLs0BjfgALdPJUM1NaQ1dLTUZJTUJYSk
dOSUUwNlNOMFlZWC4u


� Note similarities in terms of broad themes; approach to wording is 
also of interest (given that ours is more broad and we still have 
work to do to ensure the wording used captures sufficient detail).



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkJtQtbBvekhLs0BjfgALdPJUM1NaQ1dLTUZJTUJYSkdOSUUwNlNOMFlZWC4u
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Health & Wellbeing Workshop Output
28th February 2023, 2-4pm. 


SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk







On the 28th February 2024, thirty members and affiliated members of the Sussex Nature Partnership’s Health and Wellbeing Group were 
convened to learn about the LNRS process and discuss how best to engage with it. 


Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) and the link to health & wellbeing


LNRS are a new, England-wide system of spatial strategies that seek to:
• Agree the priorities for nature recovery and the measures by which these can be delivered, 
• Map proposals for creating/improving habitat for nature and wider environmental goals and co-benefits. 


Statutory LNRS guidance recognizes the importance of “nature and access to nature” for health and wellbeing. Thus, LNRS have a role to play in 
identifying where and how action for nature in Sussex can support this, for example by creating new areas of accessible natural green/blue space, 
or by enhancing existing spaces. 


Sussex Nature Partnership’s ‘Health and Wellbeing Group’ 


This group has been collaborating and building relationships over several years. Having produced a Health and Nature’s ‘shared outcomes’ 
document in 2023, they are well positioned to influence Sussex LNRS through this work, and to draw wider stakeholders into the conversation. 


What the session covered
• An overview of what LNRS are and how they link to health & wellbeing
• Review of pre-workshop attendee survey results – provided in the Appendix
• Overview of two data sources that can help identify where co-benefits for health/wellbeing should be provided:


• The People and Nature Network (South Downs National Park) – provided in the Appendix
• Green Infrastructure Standards/online mapping tool (Natural England) – provided in the Appendix


• A 30-minute exercise where attendees where split into groups to discuss the evidence, to identify obvious areas of need and any ‘already out 
there’ opportunities that could be included.


Background







• 3VA


• Action in Rural Sussex 


• Adur & Worthing Councils


• Brighton & Hove Food Partnership


• East Sussex County Council


• Human Nature Partnership


• Natural England


• NHS


• Rother Borough Council


Attendees
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• RVA


• South Downs National Park


• South East Water


• Sussex Community Development Association 


• University of Brighton/Clean Growth UK


• University of Sussex


• Wealden Borough Council


• West Sussex County Council


The following organisations were represented on the day. 


It was facilitated by Julie Middleton (Sussex Nature Partnership), Penny Shimmin (Sussex Community Development Association) and 
Anne Redhill (South Downs National Park Authority). Additional support was provided by Natural England and Wayforward. 







How can we determine where nature is most needed for health?
• There are known ‘hotspots’ in Sussex which include areas of health, social and/or economic deprivation, particularly in urban coastal areas.
• New hotspots are emerging in areas of concentrated housing development: these often have poor access to/provision of green space. 
• Psychological and cultural barriers to accessing green space also need to be considered/addressed. 
• Rural communities lack access due to private landownership, poor public transport links, the need to drive and unmaintained footpaths. 
• Quality, type and inclusivity of existing GI must be reviewed e.g. benches, paths, wheelchair access, child-areas, suitability for vulnerable groups etc. 


What is needed? 
• An understanding of what type of nature will improve specific health issues. 
• Building an asset-based approach that determines what a local area needs by asking local people what they want. [And not just using existing data] 
• To understand what good green spaces look like so that we can co-design/create natural & accessible green space that provides health benefits and has 


user-needs at their heart.  
• Awareness that ‘assets’ aren’t just infrastructure but those humans who can help connect people to nature! 


Learnings and networking 
• Many other data sources referenced. These include University of Sussex and Brighton reports, SDNP woodland opportunity mapping, Public Health 


outcomes frameworks etc. Some sources of information were in development at the time of the workshop. 
• There is a need to consider how best to collate existing case studies, and how we learn from – and build upon - existing best practice.
• There is also a need to engage with smaller organisations on the ground who are delivering and who have good evidence. 


Key outcomes from the session
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Next steps
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The workshop is a starting conversation. Its outputs will inform further ‘design-thinking’ by Julie, Penny and Anne, who will 
consider how to take this to the next stage. This thinking will include: 
• Further examination of the evidence base. 
• Consideration of how we frame health as a co-benefit of Local Nature Recovery Strategies beyond ‘where’ it should go. For 


example, what does delivery on the ground look like? 
• Reviewing how we capture other pieces of information that are relevant to this question. 
• The clear need within Sussex LNRS to tell the story of health & nature, and its relationship with access.


LNRS time frames are very tight. This may limit opportunities to review this question again within this group
• Sussex LNRS need to engage an extremely broad set of stakeholders in a very short space of time prior to their write up in 


the Autumn. 
• Mapping those opportunities that could deliver health benefits is likely to be a bespoke conversation with stakeholders 


relevant to a particular area of the map, rather than with the wider group. 
• While a future sessions is pencilled in for later in this year, this needs to confirmed. 


In the meantime, please do continue to share: 
• Any additional evidence you have. 
• Your existing case studies/best practice/projects in the pipeline. 







The workshop split attendees into three groups and gave 
them 30 minutes to discuss the below.


Questions: 
• How can we determine where nature is most needed 


for health?
• What factors and indicators can help us?
• Is there any other evidence you can think of?
• Are there particular hot spots?
• Is this primarily an urban issue? What does it 


look like in rural areas?
• Are there any examples your organisation is 


delivering towards this?


Each group had a chair (Julie, Penny or Anne) and a 
scribe (Di, Lyndsey, Grace).  The scribe added the group’s 
thoughts to an online whiteboard. View the Miro 
whiteboard here.
The content from the boards can be found on slides 7-9


Breakout session


One of the Miro boards from the session



https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVNnkwEqI=/?share_link_id=148217021075

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVNnkwEqI=/?share_link_id=148217021075
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How can we determine where nature is most needed for health? 
What factors or indicators can help us? Is there any other evidence you know of? Are there are any examples your organisation is delivering towards this?


• Coastal communities: work has been done around 
the challenges within and approach for coastal 
communities (see evidence opposite)


• Proximity to natural space
• Age, cultural and mental health constraints
• Infrastructure: assessing whether access is 


easy/possible and safe for children.


• Chief medical officers report on coastal communities 
(2021)


• WSCC: Framework for action to reduce coastal 
inequalities


• University of Brighton have reports (to be confirmed)
• Sussex Green Wellbeing alliance - joined up 


evaluation forms with participants questions for 
wellbeing across multiple projects. Analysing this 
evidence. Will be able to share this in next month or 
two.


• Outdoor learning grant: travel grant towards the cost of transport for schools 
who want to visit the South Downs National Park. 


• Public Rights of Way (PRoW) – Local Authorities including WSCC maintain and 
promote these with the public and with landowners.  Maintenance includes 
reviewing if they are they safe, accessible, not overgrown etc…


• Countryside teams in Local Authorities. 
• Mapping of woodland opportunities undertaken by SDNP and Uni of Brighton.
• Green Prescribers – however, their distribution and capacity is limited. 
• Engagement of volunteers in maintenance of access.
• SNDP working on connectivity with developments around the borders of the 


National Park, to connect pieces of greenspace.
• Young farmers network, FiPL, increasing farm visits.
• Action in Rural Sussex’s Green Canopy work – tree planting project
• Treebourne work in Eastbourne: aims to enhance the school grounds with more 


nature
• Housing planning and development: Developers required to follow guidelines as 


part of their funding where there are high health inequalities.


Are there any particular geographical hot spots in 
Sussex? 


Is this primarily an urban issue? What does it look like in 
the rural context


Other notes


• Coastal strip • In urban areas, need to focus on the quality and 
context of green space e.g. are they safe spaces? 


• In rural areas there are issues with accessibility due to 
private ownership. 


Possible actions: 
• Take groups out on organised trips – support those 


with mental health issues – for schools, this could be 
facilitated by SDNP’s Outdoor Learning grant. 


• Management of land that is available – it may be unusable e.g. used for 
management of flooding.


Group 1 - Board



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/60f98750e90e0703bbd94a41/cmo-annual_report-2021-health-in-coastal-communities-accessible.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/60f98750e90e0703bbd94a41/cmo-annual_report-2021-health-in-coastal-communities-accessible.pdf

https://jsna.westsussex.gov.uk/assets/core/west-sussex-coastal-inequalities-summary-v1.pdf

https://jsna.westsussex.gov.uk/assets/core/west-sussex-coastal-inequalities-summary-v1.pdf

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/learning-and-youth-volunteering/schools-groups/grants-for-schools/

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wildlife-habitats/habitats/healthy-woodlands/woodland-opportunity-mapping/

https://www.ruralsussex.org.uk/what-we-do/other/queens-green-canopy/#:%7E:text=This%20project%20aims%20to%20create,of%20man%2Dmade%20climate%20change.

https://treebourne.org/
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How can we determine where nature is most needed for health? 
What factors or indicators can help us? Is there any other evidence you know of? Are there are any examples your organisation is delivering towards 


this?


• Deprivation indices
• Age: for children, look at what provision schools make
• Mobility issues which may hinder accessibility to nature
• Connectivity scores – could be in a rural area but need to drive 


to open space
• Noise pollution (note that being close to nature may not help 


this!)
• What’s working already e.g. Street trees for shade/flooding
• Understanding the drivers for going outside e.g. people who 


walk dogs are out a lot!


• Existing green space asset mapping 
• Tree Equity Score UK – map-based application that helps 


to address disparities in urban tree distribution
• Importance of getting asking local people what they 


want from nature/access.
• Green walking data. 
• Air quality action plans (these look at a number of issues 


including healthy streets index)
• WSCC Vulnerability index - looks at a number of factors


Are there any particular geographical hot spots in Sussex? Is this primarily an urban issue? What does it look like in 
the rural context


Other notes


• New developments: In Sussex only certain areas can be 
developed - they are under lots of pressure! Because of this 
many new developments don’t have good green space 
provision – and are incoming hotspots. 


• Examples of good hotspots: e.g. near River Adur 
• Lots of good will in other areas but not much money! e.g. 


where three rivers converge


• How you access green spaces in rural areas is the 
problem. 


• Footpaths often not in good condition. 
• The need to Increase connectivity to the green setting


• Grass roots initiatives to improve nature locally are often doing so 
in areas that are already nature-rich. This can increase inequality!


• How you value/access nature is related to how you’ve been 
brought up and the quality of nature locally. 


• Helping to create pride in a local community can help this 
(Heritage Lottery project)


Questions: 
• What are the types of nature that can improve things?
• What are the improvements to health that are needed?
• How specific do we want to be - is access macro or micro
• Being clear ‘assets’ aren't just built infrastructure but humans 


who can help connect people to nature


Group 2 - Board



https://uk.treeequityscore.org/
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How can we determine where nature is most needed for health? 


What factors or indicators can help us? Is there any other evidence you know of? Are there are any examples your organisation is delivering towards 
this?


• Green Space Deprivation
• Quality/Type/ Safety of Green Space
• Biodiversity/ 'naturalness’
• Wealth inequality (lack of access)
• Variety/accessibly of Green infrastructure e.g. benches, 


paths, wheelchair access, spaces for children, youth, elderly, 
women, LGBT community, POC, vulnerable groups.


• Health inequality
• Long term illness - data on the type of illnesses by location/ 


electoral ward


• Public Health Outcomes Framework
• Noise Pollution report by University of Sussex
• Therapeutic Impact of Engagement in Green Spaces – 


2023 report


Are there any particular geographical hot spots in Sussex? Is this primarily an urban issue? What does it look like in 
the rural context


Other notes


• Hastings
• Whitehawk
• Newhaven
• Eastbourne/Hailsham
• Haywards Health


• Rural land is often overlooked
• Private land ownership restricts access
• Lack of public transport inks
• Right of way issues 
• Lack of connections, accessibility and poor roads


• Co design and good practice implementation that understands
• User needs
• Business needs
• Gov needs (BNG/SSSI)


• To tackle the problem, and overcome social barriers needs 
community engagement and signposting. 


Group 3 - Board



https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/public-health-outcomes-framework

https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/1127367

https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/1127367
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Presenter Notes

Presentation Notes

As LNRS become available across England, government will explore how to better enable increasing alignment between funding initiatives and the strategies.
Over time, the link between strategies and funding will become much clearer. 
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Which of the below best describes your organisation? 
(Please select one option)


About attendee organisations


Where is your office based?


Appendix 1: Pre-workshop survey results
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What key audiences does your organisation support? 


Older people


People with disabilities


People from Black, Asian 
and ethnically diverse 


communities


Young people


People experiencing poor 
mental health


People experiencing 
social isolation and 


loneliness


People facing socio-
economic barriers to 


inclusion


People with chronic 
health issues


Those who live/work in 
rural areas in Sussex


Organisations seeking to 
increase the 


effectiveness of their 
green spaces


People working in the 
food sector from food 


poverty to farming. 


Between them, respondents support all of the below audiences 
with many organisations supporting multiple/all.


Additional audiences mentioned







www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk13


It is a key element of our 
corporate or social purpose


Policy development and 
implementation


Policy development and 
implementation


We own/manage assets that provide (or could 
provide) health/nature benefits


Green social prescribing


Health promotion activities involving 
nature/outdoors


What is your / your organisation’s interest in nature & health? (Tick any that apply)


supporting community-led and 
community assets that enable and 
enhance both nature and health


We work with farmers and 
landowners


Research and 
PhD or student 


projects







Examples of actions, activities or projects you / your organisation 
delivers or provides in the nature & health field 


Promotion of 
creating Healthy 


Environments


Deliver Growing New Roots 
across various locations in 
ESCC and WSCC. We also 


manage 2 outdoor spaces, 
Stanmer Wellbeing Gardens 


And  The Clubhouse at 
Waterhall on the South both 


of these sites are used for 
ecotherapy groups.    The 


Food Partnership also 
coordinate the Sussex Green 


Wellbeing Alliance


Public Health support and fund 'Leaning to Grow' being delivered 
through 'Transition Town Hastings' and contributes to Hastings Garden 


Town Vision.  Aim is to develop & strengthen an alliance of 
community-led, nature-focused initiatives and hyper-local gardening 


projects that focus on improving health & wellbeing through increasing 
access to green spaces, gardens and gardening.  


Implementing King Charles III 
England Coast Path - the 
National Trail around the 
English coast.  Managing 


National Nature Reserves; 
designating Local Nature 
Reserves; work on Green 


Infrastructure etc...


Lost woods project - directly and 
indirectly supports nature and 


health. Supporting communities in 
Wealden with asset-based 


projects, many of which relate to 
nature and health: Making it 


Happen


Certificate in 
Nature-based 
Training  for 
Psychiatrists  


Forest School 
Level 3 Training


Undergraduate and postgraduate courses in 
Biology and ecology / Geography, Earth and 
environment / Biomedical science  etc….


Council has recently 
completed a climate 


vulnerability index which 
highlights areas of West 


Sussex that are more/less 
vulnerable to climate 
change, which include 


areas which lack nature. 


Open water activities at 
Ardingly reservoir, Ardingly 
and Arlington also have a 
network of footpaths and 


provide angling. Catchment 
work to protect/improve 


water quality for both people 
and nature


Support 
community work 
across East Sussex 


(much of it 
outdoors), also the 


Wealden Food 
Partnership


Seaford to Eastbourne Nature 
Recovery Project has a mental health 


aspect. 
Outdoor interventions training from 


Circle of Life Rediscovery for NHS 
mental health staff and research into 


their barriers and enablers for 
implementing this with their 


patients.  
Heads On and Recovery Partners to 


co-design recommendations for 
nature-based wellbeing provision in 


Bexley Mental Health hospital.  


Managing trees 
within the 


county council. 


ES VCSE Alliance - 
Climate and Env 
working group 


Provide facilities for a MIND group called GROW at 
Saddlescombe Farm. Host an NHS trauma group. We run a 


volunteering group called TiN (Trust in Nature) which 
provides a stepping stone between the GROW group and 
other conservation volunteering. We have placements for 
people with learning disabilities, we provide some work 


experience placements for young people. 


Petworth Com. 
Garden &  


Chichester Forest 
School to deliver 


projects 
supporting 


peoples' mental 
health


Working with NHS Trusts in London and Kent to increase 
health benefits of green spaces, combining increasing in 


quality of organisational practices and green spaces. 
Working with Neath Port Talbot to advise on engagement 


strategies for greening underside of the M4 in south Wales. 
Working with Savills PLC to advise on how to maximise value 
for wellbeing and corporate priorities of spend on greening 


interiors of head office.



https://bhfood.org.uk/changing-chalk-project-growing-new-roots/

https://bhfood.org.uk/stanmer-wellbeing-gardens/

https://www.lostwoods.org.uk/

https://making-it-happen.org.uk/

https://making-it-happen.org.uk/





Does your organisation have any evidence or data that it could share that could 
help inform the Group's nature & health recommendations? 


Circle of Life Rediscovery CIC:  Yes, but 
please get in touch - our current 


Certificate in Nature-based training is 
being researched to look at the 


enablers for nature-based practice 
within the NHS


We have natural capital assessments which 
could demonstrate the multiple benefits of 
landscape approach to protecting water; 
including health, biodiversity and access to 
nature. Applied research in these fields 


The Green Infrastructure mapping 
tool provides data on greenspace; 
socio-economic data etc - to help 


spatial planning


Yes, there is some data 
available for Trust in 


Nature (TiN). 


Brighton & Hove Food Partnership: 
There is some research and evidence on our 


GWA website. Much of our data collected from 
participants about the impact on their wellbeing 
is shared with funders. If needed,  I could seek 


permission to share this with you also. 


Natural England's health and environment evidence 
briefings: 
• https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/


4973580642418688
• https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/


6416203718590464
• https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/


6705674179575808
• https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/


5777215462834176



https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4973580642418688

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4973580642418688

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6416203718590464

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6416203718590464

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6705674179575808

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6705674179575808

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5777215462834176

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5777215462834176





When considering the creation of more or 
better access to nature in Sussex, are 
there any specific locations/places in 
Sussex where this should be a priority


Cycle routes like centurion way - provide access from 
Chichester through villages and the start is near the train 


station. Areas around existing settlements which are 
increasingly being developed and although some of them 


include open space it is often poorly designed or sited. 
Perhaps with BNG this might change. Focus on housing 


developments to create better local greenspace and link them 
to existing PROW networks - eg new  development on the 
edge of Angmering that has no footpath into the village - 


residents have to walk along the road!


We largely identify the problem to be solved 
here as deepening understanding amongst 
organisation's leadership of the science of 


nature and wellbeing, and supporting 
leadership to optimise their sites for nature & 


wellbeing meeting their staff, students, 
patients or residents where there are through 


a co-design process that leans into 
institutional memory and the resources 
(natural and physical) already to hand 


Areas of highest 
deprivation according to 


the IMD e.g. Hastings, Rye, 
Eastbourne, Newhaven, 
Crawley,  Littlehampton, 


Bognor Regis, Arun & 
Worthing


General principle: Focus and 
priority should link with areas of 


health inequality and 
deprivation.  Overlapping where 


there is poor access to 
greenspaces though using 


Natural England mapping tools. 


We manage the space at Waterhall which is 
an amazing asset for running wellbeing 
groups, it's close to Brighton but set in the 
South Downs with incredible views. There is 
currently little or no public transport there 
which is the main barrier for local people to 
enjoy the space. The new bus going to 
Stanmer has made a huge difference there. 


Seaford to Eastbourne is a priority 
due to a nature recovery 


programme in the area. In terms of 
health there is concerns relating to 


suicide at Beachy Head and low 
mental health in Eastbourne, 
especially for asylum seekers


Rural Rother due to 
multiple emerging 


and existing projects 
that deliver health 
and environmental 


outcomes. 


Would it be useful to refer to:  
NHS The Healthcare 


Inequalities Improvement 
Dashboard


No specific areas but 
where there are growing 


communities through 
development and little 
existing access within 


active travel.


The 'Accessible Natural Greenspace 
inequalities' data on the Green 


Infrastructure map can identify where 
deficiencies in provision are most acute - 
and also where barriers prevent people 


reaping the benefits of greenspace near to 
high levels of inequalities



https://www.england.nhs.uk/about/equality/equality-hub/national-healthcare-inequalities-improvement-programme/data-and-insight/hi-improvement-dashboard/%20%20Indices%20of%20deprivation:%20%20https:/dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html

https://www.england.nhs.uk/about/equality/equality-hub/national-healthcare-inequalities-improvement-programme/data-and-insight/hi-improvement-dashboard/%20%20Indices%20of%20deprivation:%20%20https:/dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html

https://www.england.nhs.uk/about/equality/equality-hub/national-healthcare-inequalities-improvement-programme/data-and-insight/hi-improvement-dashboard/%20%20Indices%20of%20deprivation:%20%20https:/dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html





Does your organisation own or manage land that could be 
better utilised to support nature? 


Buchan Country Park RH119HQ, as well as 
other plots of land across West Sussex


Yes, see Waterhall comments above. We also need 
funding to improve the infrastructure. The Council 


have no money to maintain or invest in the building 
and it is at risk of being abandoned if we are not 


able to fundraise for it. It is on a rewilding site and is 
part of the Changing Chalk project, which has 2 


more years of funding for rewilding the landscape 
surrounding it.


Yes, the county council owns many land 
holdings around West Sussex. We are 
currently looking at a way to improve 


nature on our own lands as well as 
developing a land use policy which 


considers natural capital works on surplus 
land.


Yes, land around 
campuses in Falmer 
and Moulsecoomb 


in Brighton.


Most sites we own are already open access or are 
not open to the public due to security/health and 
safety requirements. However we are working 
with multiple partners for example on the Seaford 
to Eastbourne Nature Recovery Project and this 
may open up areas for public access.


Yes, we co-manage 
Laughton Greenwood 
Community Benefit 
Society - 171 acres.


Yes - latest project is at 
Woolbeding but there 


are other 
opportunities.


Yes - Kingley Vale and 
Lullington Heath 
National Nature 


Reserves


Natural England site managers of National 
Nature Reserves in East and West Sussex focus 
on maximising biodiversity - and some of these 


also provide multiple opportunities for 
engagement for health and wellbeing.
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How much time/resource do you or your organisation have to engage in 
more detail and discussion about health and nature in Sussex?


South East Waster: Time and 
potentially resource. We do also 
engage via LNRS process


Natural England: Dedicated resource 
for support on LNRS work. Outside of 
this role, we may be able to support 
but would need to prioritise this within 
the area team's capacity. 


University of Brighton/Clean Growth 
UK: Can participate in meetings and 
researchers/students could 
participate in specific pieces of work 
which our team (Clean Growth 
UK/Research and Knowledge 
Exchange) can facilitate







Appendix 2: Existing data sources


• People and Nature Network: evidence base prepared by 
South Downs National Park - slides 20-30


• Natural England Green Infrastructure Mapping Tool – slides 31-33
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5 Strategic Principles 


• Making strong connections
• A natural and cultural canvas
• Support sustainable and healthy communities
• Become fit for the future
• Better through working together







The 
Evidence
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PANN-AER-Section-3-
Targeted-Investment-
Areas.pdf 
(southdowns.gov.uk)
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https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PANN-AER-Section-3-Targeted-Investment-Areas.pdf

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PANN-AER-Section-3-Targeted-Investment-Areas.pdf

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PANN-AER-Section-3-Targeted-Investment-Areas.pdf

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PANN-AER-Section-3-Targeted-Investment-Areas.pdf





SWOT Analysis







5 Headline Green Infrastructure Standards


1. Green Infrastructure Strategy Standard


2. Accessible Greenspace Standards


3. Urban Nature Recovery Standard


4. Urban Greening Factor Standard


5. Urban Tree Canopy Cover Standard
GI Standards (naturalengland.org.uk)



Presenter Notes

Presentation Notes

Then we have the standards, which are voluntary and set out the ambition for green infrastructure.
There are 5 headline standards for GI and I’m going to just talk in detail through the first two in this presentation, but the link on this slide will take you to all the info if you want to find out more 



https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/GIStandards.aspx





Everyone has access to good quality greenspaces within 
15 minutes walk from home.


At least 3 hectares per 1000 population of publicly 
accessible greenspace, with no net loss


Accessible greenspace meets the Green Flag Award 
Criteria and best practice in accessibility for all


Major development


Local authorities specify the quantity, size and distance 
for accessible greenspace to be provided, based on the 
Accessible Greenspace Standards.


Headline Standard 2


Accessible Greenspace Standards



Presenter Notes

Presentation Notes

So going on to Headline Standard 2, the Accessible Greenspace Standards. This is that as a minimum, Everyone should have access to good quality greenspaces within 15 minutes walk from home. The standards include minimum sizes and maximum travel distances to larger types of greenspaces such as district and country parks.

There should also be at least 3 hectares of publicly accessible greenspace per 1000 people so that greenspaces don’t get overcrowded or overused.
And, in terms of quality,  Accessible greenspaces should meet the Green Flag Award Criteria and be accessible for all








Accessible Greenspace Standards



Presenter Notes

Presentation Notes

This is numbers for the ANGST standards
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Green Infrastructure Mapping    
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/map.aspx 
 


Where is the Green 
Infrastructure? (Standard 1)


Who lives within 15 minutes 
of good quality green space? 
(Standard 2)


Where do gaps matter most? 



Presenter Notes

Presentation Notes

The Framework is supported by a map of all green and blue infrastructure. .  The data is available for anyone online and is all available for download to incorporate into your own GIS systems.
it helps to set out where the GI is, who lives within 15 minutes walk from good qual greenspace, and where these gaps matter most – for people in areas of high deprivation who may have a lack of private garden space.

caveat that it is all freely available open data source information so the mapping is only as good as these national datasets.  Always needs to be checked with local knowledge and data. The mapping makes sure everyone has a baseline level of info - most local authorities have more local info and are adding this to their own systems.

Work on Version 2 of the mapping has begun. due for publication in December 2023. Upgrading data to incorporate Census 21 (current mapping uses Census 2011), a climate change focus. Urban Habitat Maps so we can really understand where the biodiversity rich areas are  and new Health focussed content – looking at links with health disparities.


SHOW GI MAP ONLINE�
Firstly it sets out where the green infrastructure is.  This is separated into categories like parks, sports facilities and allotments  

Most relevant for us in health is the accessible GI layer, showing greenspaces that are open to the public without restriction.  This removes the greenspaces that we can’t guarantee are accessible to everyone, like sports facilities, allotments, golf courses, and wildlife trust sites. Although there is a land with permissive access tab that has Wildlife Trust and National Trust.    It is cautious – sometimes these are accessible.

Now I’m going to show you the access to natural greenspace standards, or angst layers.  These show who has access to greenspace within the standard’s target distance
If I switch on the doorstep standard on it shows a 200m buffer around all the accessible greenspaces that are at least half a hectare in size.  So for the ones that don’t have this buffer, like this, it's because they are too small to count.
So residents with the blue buffer have at least a small greenspace within a couple of minutes walk from their home, and everyone in Portsmouth outside of the blue does not have doorstep access to greenspace
 
The local standard put a 300m buffer around greenspace at least 2 ha
 
The neighbourhood standard is the one that quality green in 15 is based on.  The buffer know showing extends to 1km, so about a 15 min walk, around greenspaces that are at least 10 ha.  If you’re not in a blue zone, you don’t have green in 15.  
Wider Neighbourhood doubles the required size to 20ha and 2km, so a half hour walk.  And if you click the i it tells you these numbers
 
Then District standard shows who lives within 5km, or a 15 minute cycle, of  large 100ha greenspace
 
Then subregional only puts buffers around greenspaces that are at least 500ha

Accessible Natural Greenspace Inequalities

This is based on the Angst buffers and the IMD data.
 
The y axis, 1 2 and 3, shows the IMD data, with 1 being having the most multiple deprivation.
 
The x axis is low to high access to greenspace. L shows LSOAs of which only 0-5% is covered by the angst buffers.  M shows LSOAs that are 5-5% covered by the buffer, and H is 50-100%.  
 
Again these are broken down according to the size and distance - so doorstep takes into account just that 200m buffer, and so on.
 
So L1 areas are a key focus for creating more green infrastructure 






https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/map.aspx
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LNRS and BOAs
For discussion at SAG_April 2024







Biodiversity 
Opportunity 
Areas: 
background


� BOAs: developed in 2009 through stakeholder-led process, guided 
by Natural England


� In Sussex: information related to BOAs is limited to a map and 1 
statement for each of the 75 areas


� No additional work has been done to refine BOAs in Sussex, unlike 
elsewhere (e.g. Surrey) where targets have been set for habitat 
creation in each BOA 


� Thus while they represent strategically useful (but broad) areas 
where our priority habitats are located and could be 
enhanced/connected – there is little else to guide activity


� However, work done by SxNP in 2021 identified that BOAs continue 
to capture 97% of all priority habitats in Sussex


� That NRN mapping project concluded that they were therefore still 
relevant when thinking about nature recovery in Sussex and where 
opportunities for this are likely to exist
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Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs) in Sussex.


List of BOAs:


01 - Chichester Coastal Plain
02 - Chichester Harbour
03 - Fishbourne and Chalk Streams
04 - Westbourne Chalk Streams to Compton tributaries
05 - Walderton to Welldown including Kingley Vale
06 - Lavant Watershed
07 - Western Escarpment
08 - Hampshire Rother watershed
09 - Rogate Common
10 - Weavers Down to Lynchmere
11 - Stedham, Iping, Woolbeding Crescent
12 - Heyshott
13 - Snapes Copse and Verdley Wood
14 - Black Down


15 - Barlavington, Coates and Rother
16 - Ebernoe with watercourse flightlines
17 - Chiddingfold Complex
18 - The Mens & buffer & associated Barbastelle flightlines
19 - Climping to Houghton
20 - Arundel Park
21 - Houghton to Coldwaltham
22 - Parham to Fittleworth
23 - Clapham to Burpham Downs
24 - Central Downs - Arun to Adur
25 - Lower Adur Arun Watershed
26 - North-East Worthing Downs
27 - Knepp Estate with Fluvial Extensions
28 - Shoreham Estuary & Beach
29 - Adur to Newtimber including Mill Hill
30 - North Bramber Floodplain


31 - Crooked Moon to Thundersbarrow
32 - Brighton & Hove Urban Green Network (local BOA)
33 - Benfield to Hangleton
34 - The St Leonards Watershed
35 - Woods Mill Stream to Adur
36 - Rusper Ridge
37 - Ifield Brook
38 - Gatwick Woods
39 - Tilgate & Furnace Green
40 - Worth Forest
41 - Lower Adur Ouse Watershed
42 - Stanmer & Ditchling Downs
43 - East Brighton Downs
44 - Lewes Brooks & the Ouse Valley
45 - Seaford to Eastbourne Downs
46 - Lewes Downs


47 - Mid Ouse Floodzone
48 - Western Ouse Chalk Streams & Ashdown Forest
49 - River Uck & its Headwaters
50 - Cuckmere Ouse Watershed
51 - Wilmington Woodlands & Watershed
52 - Eastbourne Marshes
53 - Pevensey Levels
54 - Medway, Ouse, Rother Watershed
55 - Eridge & Broadwater
56 - Pevensey, Rother, Cuckmere Watershed
57 - Romney Marsh Area
58 - Coombe Haven and Marline
59 - Rother, Brede & Tillingham Woods
60 - Burgess Hill Green Crescent
61 - Lower Cuckmere Reaches
62 - Grattons Park


63 - Ardingly Reservoir
64 - Lidsey Rife
65 - Bewl Water
66 - Western Rother
67 - Copthorne Common
68 - Great Wood Area
69 - Hastings Fringe
70 - Bexhill Fringe
71 - Cuckoo Trail Habitat Link
72 - Heathfield Habitat Link
73 - Pevensey & Cuckmere Valley Link
74 - River Cuckmere Habitat Link
75 - Wooton Manor Grasslands Link


Key to map:


Sussex County Boundary


District Boundary


The Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs) are the regional priority areas of opportunity for restoration and creation of Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP) habitats. They are a spatial representation of the BAP targets and are areas of opportunity, not constraint. The BOAs shown in the map do
not include all the BAP habitat in the region, nor do they include all the areas where BAP habitat could exist. In particular, more work is needed
to develop opportunity areas in urban and in marine environments.


The Biodiversity Opportunity Areas are the property of the South East England Biodiversity Forum. For more information please see
www.sebiodiversity.org.uk


© Crown Copyright.  All Rights Reserved [2009].







What’s the 


issue?


� In past decades, Local Plans across Sussex have referenced BOAs in 


local plans


� Some emerging plans are including reference to LNRS and BOAs –


and so include both


� BOAs are being used to identify areas of ‘strategic significance’ for 


use in BNG metric…. e.g. SDNPA and BHCC guidance on BNG


� This formal role in relation to BNG (and strategic significance) will 
be ‘superseded’ by the LNRS 


� But – based on LNRS guidance: it is unlikely that the formal map


for the LNRS (ACPIB) will contain all BOAs…. (too big; too vague; 


not enough understanding of measures and deliverability).


� So – the LNRS maps will not do the same job that the BOAs do now.







Key questions..


Policy implications for local plans?


� Our instinct in that BOAs are still useful – but are concerned that they 
will not be fully reflected in the bits of the LNRS with weight….for use 
in mechanisms such as BNG


� What are the consequences of this for existing and emerging local 
plans?


Continued use and relevance as opportunity areas?


� BOAs will be important part of evidence base for LNRS


� It should be  possible to reflect them in the description/opportunities 
section of the document  - alongside other information


� Guidance suggests that this should not be mapped, but we are minded
to produce an opportunities map of some kind that can illustrate the 
BOAs and other opportunities that are spatially specific  (because they 
are dependent on soils/geology and on Lawton principles)


� See example of this – from 2021 NRN mapping exercise b y SxNP
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Interim public survey results
DRAFT
April 2024 – based on 828 responses
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This presentation shares interim results from the ‘Sussex LNRS public survey, created to 
capture the views of local people to inform the development of the two Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies (LNRS) for Sussex. Results are based on 828 responses.


About the Sussex LNRS public survey


• The LNRS process aims to collectively establish the priorities for nature’s recovery and to identify 
achievable measures (actions) that could deliver them. 


• To inform a long-list of priorities, residents, community groups and organisations are canvassed on 
the environmental issues that are most important to them locally. To help capture this information, 
several online surveys have been developed, including one aimed at the general public. 


• To encourage as many people as possible to complete it, the public survey does not require any 
ecological knowledge as such. Instead, local people are asked intuitive questions about:
• What they love: their favourite places to connect with nature, the habitats and species they 


enjoy seeing. 
• What they’ve noticed: whether they’ve observed any changes to local wildlife and wild places. 
• What they’d like to see: which habitats and species they feel are at risk would they want to 


see recovered, and any co benefits from nature’s recovery important in their area. 


• Additionally, the survey asks whether responders find it easy to access nature, and demographic 
questions to understand if they represent a cross-section of residents. It has 17 questions in total. 


• The survey launched at the end of February 2024 and closes on 30th June. For this interim view, 
results were pulled on 1st April 2024.


Overview
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RKB8RSM





Promoting the survey
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The public survey was created using the 
SurveyMonkey platform. 


It can be accessed via the Sussex LNRS website: 
www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk, or directly via 
the link to SurveyMonkey. 


It was shared on social media and via email by 
members of the Sussex LNRS Working Group, 
Supporting Authorities Group, and other affiliated 
organisations during March and early April 2024.


It was also promoted in the Sussex Nature 
Recovery e-newsletter (sent to 180 interested 
people during March 2024) and was a call to action 
in the two LNRS webinars held in Feb and March 
with key audience groups.  


In addition to this, a press release was circulated at 
the end of March with the story appearing in local 
titles such as The Argus. 


Living Coast website



http://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/
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About responders
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Where do responders live? 


District No Responses
Adur & Worthing 82 10%


Arun 98 12%
Brighton & Hove 22 3%


Chichester 110 13%
Crawley 29 4%


Eastbourne 75 9%
Hastings 4 0%


Horsham 75 9%
Lewes 130 15%


Mid Sussex 95 11%
Rother 68 8%


Wealden 37 4%
Blanks 3 0%


Total 828 100%


Which county? Which District?


• The survey asks responders to tell us the county area they live in to determine which LNRS their responses can be attributed 
to. Of the 828 responses, only 22 had been recorded from residents of Brighton on the 1st April 2024. Given this, results from 
Brighton are not statically significant but have been included in some graphs to provide a snapshot. 
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What’s their age, ethnicity and disability status? 


• To understand if we’re hearing from a broad cross section of residents,  some demographic questions were asked. 
• Nearly half of responders are in the 61-75 age bracket. 
• 92% of total responders are white, 6% preferred not to say, and the remaining 2% were Black, Black British, Caribbean or 


African, Asian or British Asian, or Other. 
• In total, 17% of responders consider themselves to have a disability were physical or mental. 


Age West Sussex East Sussex Brighton & Hove


18-30 1% 2% 5%


31-45 7% 7% 32%


46-60 30% 28% 50%


61-75 47% 47% 14%


76+ 14% 15% 0%
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West Sussex East Sussex Brighton & Hove


Yes - Within easy walking distance 83% 84% 77%
Yes - Within further walking/cycling distance 53% 45% 36%
Yes - Within a longer drive/public transport 41% 39% 36%
No - I can't access nature easily 5% 5% 5%


Do responders feel they can access nature easily? 
• Responders were given four options and were able to tick any that applied. 
• Valuing nature is connected to the ability to access it. 


• Those who can’t access nature easily were given the option to provide a reason for this. Answers included: 
• Lack of public transport 
• Lack of good/safe cycle routes
• Mobility issues and the need for flat ground
• Living in urban areas where nature is not plentiful
• Lack of access to nature-rich areas nearby due to private-land ownership
• Lack of the type of nature respondents want to enjoy close by e.g. woodlands
• Disappearing nature – due to development. 
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What do you love? 
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View the Google MyMap


What are responders' favourite places to enjoy nature in Sussex?
• Responders were invited 


to provide up to 3 places 
and if they’d liked, could 
also give a brief reason 
why they were favoured.    


• South Downs National 
Park is the most 
mentioned place. 


• Places and reasons have 
been plotted on a Google 
MyMap. 


• In verbatims people 
shared what they get from 
these places. In addition 
to seeing wildlife, the 
following were mentioned
• Peace (157 mentions)
• Quiet (87 mentions)
• Tranquillity (46 times)



https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=120s-NF0nQfoAWcZ83Icy08nzpmvKJUU&usp=sharing





What are responders’ favourite habitats? 
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• Responders were given a prompt about 
habitats types (e.g. hedgerows, 
woodlands, grasslands, meadows, 
coastal/marine, wetlands, streams/rivers, 
heathland, etc.) and were asked which 
they especially liked seeing or knowing 
they were in their county.


• Tell could provide up to 3 habitats and 
give a brief reason if they wanted to.


Top 15 habitats West Sussex East Sussex


Woodlands (inc. ancient) 56% 56%


Coastal 27% 32%


River and Catchments (incl floodplains) 23% 22%


Chalk habitats (incl chalk grassland) 22% 32%


Hedgerows 18% 22%


Wetlands 18% 11%


Meadows 14% 10%


Marine 10% 11%


Heathland 9% 9%


Grasslands 6% 6%


Farmland 4% 4%


Chalk Streams 3% 2%


Water bodies (incl lakes & ponds) 4% 3%


Urban areas (incl parks) 1% 3%


Mixed scrub 1% 2%







Favourite habitats: word clouds
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Woodland 
(including Ancient)


Chalk habitats 
including chalk 


grassland
Chalk streams


Coastal 
(including 
harbours)


Farmland
Other grassland 


(including 
meadows)


Heathland


Favourite habitats verbatims (1/2) 
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Special birds
Has an open feel 


great wildlife habitat 


Understated but 
special 


Reptiles, Dartford 
Warblers, Nightjars, 
and so much more.


Beautiful at all 
times a year and 


never too muddy! 


Unique habitat with 
sandy soil and 


magical colours.


Has an open feel 
great wildlife habitat 


Understated but 
special 


Reptiles, Dartford 
Warblers, Nightjars, 
and so much more.


Diversity of 
butterflies, vascular 
plants and lichens


Beautiful in all 
seasons, spring and 


summer flowers, 
skylarks, kestrels, 


the quiet and views


For birds and small 
animals.


The wildlife and the 
open spaces with 


fresh air


Often quiet walking 
places, plenty of 


wildlife


Love the changes 
each season brings


Diversity of birds 


Important to our 
country's way of lifeSound of waves, 


vista, sunrise and 
sunsets


Seeing so much 
wildlife on the 


water and beside it. 
A joy.


Natural safe 
environment for 
wading birds and 


sea birds


Observing the sea 
cabbages and other 
plant life along the 
top of the beach


Fish, seals, rock 
pools


Beautiful, rare, 
fragile


Beautiful streams 
with interesting 


plants 


Lovely clear cool 
water small water 


feeding / living 
species 


Spotting orchids, 
waterside wildlife 


and insects


So rare and the UK 
has the majority of 


themIn serious decline,  
one of the richest 


habitats floristically.


Dynamic. A sense of 
wonder at life's 


adaptability
Expanse of natural 


coast land and chalk 
cliffs


Unique butterfly 
and insects and 


flowers
Butterflies, moths, 


hover flies 


Internationally rare, 
great biodiversity 


Bluebells, prim-
roses, anemones, 
violets – magic!
Hearing wood-


peckers & bird song


Sustain so much 
life, air quality, 


sequester carbon, 
and look lovely.


Vital for the soul 


Changes through 
the seasons. 


Important plant life, 
trees, birds. 


Peaceful, nature, 
restorative 







Hedgerows Marine Mixed scrub River and 
catchment


Urban public areas 
and verges Water bodies Wetlands


Favourite habitats verbatims (2/2)
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incredible cleaner 
and freshener of 


water


The reeds and 
waterfowl 


Ditches full of 
plants and 


invertebrates


Mixture of water 
and land, 


overflowing with 
endangered wildlife


Amazing refuge for 
birds, plants etc- 


year-round interestPondlife and birds, 
nice walks


Newts, frogs, toads, 
etc


Fish and waders


If well maintained 
will contain wide 
range of wildlife


We have many 
species on our local 
lake. some may be 


rare 


Identifying 
waterfowl


Nice to see bees, 
butterflies etc 


enjoying 
nature/flowers 


The daffodils on 
Wiilingdon 


roundabout - 
Stunning in March! 


Free access, safe 
areas for people, 
dogs and wildlife


Verges: When they 
are planted with 


wildflowers


Kingfishers 


The waterside paths 
for walking. The 
peace & quiet! 


Great for birds and 
marsh vegetation


Needs to be joined 
up with other 


'Knepps'
People don’t like 


mess but 
sometimes nature 
is messy and we 
should learn to 


love that


Natural. Safe home 
to many creatures


Great for breeding 
birds.


Butterflies


Restoring kelp forest


Recent protection 
very welcome but 


more to do
I love that we are 


rewinding and 
growing kelp again 


along our coast


Amazing unseen 
wildlife


Watching the 
waves, and seeing 


migrating birds


mental and physical 
health


Home to hazel 
dormice & other 


species
A dwindling but vital 
resource for wildlife


Underrated wildlife 
havens


Wildlife habitat and 
green corridor


Amazing for wildlife. 
Allows wildlife to 


travel under cover. 
Colourful at different 


times of year.


I enjoy angling and 
nature watching. 


Stunning wildlife 
corridors which quite 
a lot of people don’t 


even know exists


Sounds of moving 
water and wildlife that 


lives in and near it







What are responders’ favourite species? 
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Species West Sussex East Sussex
Birds 84% 92%


Birds of prey 23% 16%
Butterflies 17% 19%


Hedgehogs 13% 9%
Insects 9% 14%


Deer 12% 5%
Bees 7% 8%


Foxes 7% 7%
Trees esp Oak 7% 6%


Orchids 6% 7%
Amphibians 6% 4%


Marine species 5% 6%
Bluebells 5% 5%


Bats 4% 4%
Reptiles 3% 2%


• Responders were given a prompt (e.g. 
types of plants, animals, birds, fish, 
insects etc.) and were asked which they 
especially liked seeing or knowing they 
were in their county.


• Tell could provide up to 3 species and 
give a brief reason if they wanted to.
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Amphibians Bats Bees
Birds 


(Ex garden birds and Birds 
of Prey)


Birds of Prey Bluebells Butterflies


Favourite species verbatims (1/2) 
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Get blown away by 
the sight of them in 
their millions in the 


Sussex woods


Survival of unspoilt 
ancient woodland


A feast for the 
senses


Sheer delight to 
see these flowers 


and notice the 
bees, butterflies, 
moths that visit 


them 


Signal spring
In great danger due 


to pesticides - 
invaluable to life
I grow plants to 


attract them 


Vital for our 
ecosystem


Love to see them 
busy out looking 


for pollen. Like all 
other insects in 


rapid decline


Keystone species


Hearing the 
Nightingale can be 


wonderfully life 
changing.


Of Curlews: Lovely 
shape and call


Hearing their song, 
watching their 


activities


Of Skylarks: the 
song and the way 


they hover 


We have 2/3 of UK 
bat species in 


Hamsey
Love seeing them 


flit about our house 
and garden at dusk


Unique and rare


Fascinating 
creatures that need 


protection


Like to see them 
munching up moths 


under streetlights 
at dusk 


Sussex notable 
species: Barbastelle 
Bechstein, Alcathoe


Beautiful to watch 
and their survival 
depends so much 


on the habitat


Adonis Blue: 
Uncommon 


downland butterfly, 
stunning colour


Catching a glimpse 
of these wonderful 
creatures is such a 


treat


Love Orange tip, 
brimstone, peacock, 
small tortoiseshell, 


small heath, 
common blue etc


The soundtrack for 
our summer


Delicate creatures 
essential to all


Of Barn owls: 
Beautiful, silent 


hunter, indicator of 
good biodiversity.


Of Kites: Effortlessly 
using thermals 


overhead


Of buzzards: 
exciting & majestic, 


circling and 
swooping.


The freedom; so 
majestic 


Of Peregrine 
Falcons: 


magnificent, 
strength, speed, 


intelligence


Of Storks: A 
fantastic 


achievement after 
a lot of work by 


many people


I hope that they will 
continue returning 
to my garden pond


Evolution from 
tadpoles in the 


pond


Of Marsh frogs: 
Spring cacophony 
makes me laugh


Of toads: such good 
garden workers!


These seem like a 
link with our 
primeval past


Sign of healthy 
ecosystem







Deer Foxes Garden birds Hedgehogs Insects
(Ex bees & butterflies)


Marine species Orchids


Favourite species verbatims (2/2) 
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Rare, beautiful and 
provide a contrast 
to the grass land


Unique habitat with 
sandy soil and 


magical colours.
It's lovely knowing 
there are groups of 
dolphins living just 


off our shores. 


Of seals: inquisitive 
and interactive 


Of cetaceans: We 
have so many but 
we know so little 


about them!


Of seals: fun and 
intriguing


Do amazing things 
as part of the cycle 


of life inc. break 
down rotting 


natural materials


Of Dragonflies: A 
rare and always 
wonderful sight 


Of Hummingbird 
Hawk moth: 


fascinating to 
watch sipping 


nectar


Vital for pollination 
& life in general & 


fascinating to study 
Good for gardens, 


nice to look at, 
gentle


Charismatic and 
impacted by 


humans 
significantly 


in danger of 
extinction


Means there’s 
enough sustainable 
vegetation around 


Evokes British 
wildlife 


Of Blackbirds: 
Simply seeing them 


enjoying foraging 
around the area & 


my garden just 
gives me a ‘boost’


Of Long tail tits: 
Busy little things 
during their visit


Of bluetits: 
colourful and fun


I love listening to 
bird song first thing 


in the morning.


Of Sussex 
Rampion: A perfect 
flower for Sussex, 


bold and 
upstanding (and 


very pretty)


Intriguing flowers


Provide a pop of 
colour up on the 


Downs or in a 
meadow 


Curious and playful
Entertaining to 
watch, control 


vermin 


Welcome visitors


Resilient


They bring so much 
joy, especially when 


they bring their 
babies with them.


Creatures of habit 
and shy visitors 


nightly to my 
garden


Exciting to watch 
during the rut


Pretty, engaging, 
flighty!


Magical


They are so shy, but 
it’s so wonderful 


when you see them


Always a treat to 
see deer up in the 


woods


Graceful animals


Many sightings on 
the south downs


Of sparrows: 
Cheeriest bird I 


know!


Such a great 
creature - under 


pressure 


Of kelp: so 
important for 


planetary health, 
positive action
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What have you noticed?
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Have responders noticed any changes to habitats or species in their 
county, regardless of time frame. They could tick any that apply.


West Sussex East Sussex Brighton & Hove


Negative changes to habitats (e.g. damage, loss, pollution etc.) 72% 70% 68%


Positive changes to habitats (e.g. active management) 25% 21% 32%


A decrease in the amount of wildlife/species 69% 65% 64%


An increase in the amount of wildlife/species 10% 9% 14%


Not aware of any changes 5% 9% 0%







Urbanisation/Development Litter / pollution / pesticides Declining condition Other pressures


Verbatims: I’ve noticed negative changes to habitats….


More development has reduced the 
number of mature trees and 


hedgerows.
Arable fields devoid of life due to 
excessive pesticide and weedkiller


New housing have broken up green 
corridors


Dead trees being removed, less places 
for bats, owls, swallows to nest up in 
(old farm builds being demolished) 


Rubbish everywhere, neglected lots 
bushes cut back too much 


In my immediate surroundings, field 
margins have been eroded and 
hedgerows cut back severely.


Increased flooding on the Manhood 
Peninsula 


Invasive sedge is spreading rapidly 
especially in woodlands.  This tall plant 


blocks out light for more delicate 
species, such as bluebells. Please tackle 


urgently.
Encroachment of bramble, scrub and 


secondary woodland over good-quality 
semi improved grassland and chalk 


grassland, and the loss of associated 
species.


Plants growing earlier due to global 
warming, but they could still freeze and 


die.  Especially daffodils and snow drops.


Designated area of darkness has been 
taken away by over lighting. 


Complete destruction of floodplains by 
developing housing and industrial areas 
on them. This has led to more and more 


flooding incidents


Vast areas of countryside and fields 
have been replaced by housing. 


Poorly managed roadside verges (cut at 
wrong time of year to preserve flowers 


for nectarine by insects), hedgerows 
poorly managed for nesting birds


Riverbanks eroding badly,  flooding of 
fields etc. Changing wildlife habitats.Sewage in the river and seas, lots of litter 


around


More lawns and highly managed areas, 
less meadow or woodland.


We over manage river/ estuarine 
habitats. it would be good to… 


promote natural function. We need to 
reconnect the estuary with the 


surrounding landscape.


Destruction of ancient ponds, 
hedgerows and fewer meadows due to 


over development, farming practices 
and lack of awareness of their value.


The Cuckmere River was depleted of 
oxygen when the flow was restricted. 


There were large numbers of dead fish as 
a result of this. 


Terrible and saddening increase in litter 
and other rubbish


Pollution of streams, rivers and sea.


A terribly neglected pond at Fairfield 
Rec. There WERE newts. It's now 


completely flooded and it's still full of 
litter and fly-tipped bike wheels etc


Increasingly intensive arable farming 
practices including use of chemicals. 


Accelerated cliff Erosion.


River diversity annihilated by poisoning 
waters with pesticides and sewage


fly tipping/ littering is ruining habitats all 
over the city and country 


Places that should be protected are 
damaged by watersports (windsurfers, 


kayakers, paddleboarding)


Hedges flailed too hard, too often
Brown & green field habitats have 


massively decreased over last 30 years. 
Far fewer green spaces between towns 


& villages


Increased seaweed and 'blooms' in 
Chichester HarbourSimplification of chalk grassland 


habitats. e.g. Kingston Hill, in part due 
to aerial spraying of fertilizer


Overgrazing by sheep has killed some of 
the chalk grasslands







Habitat Creation Management Changing practices Action at home


Verbatims: I’ve noticed positive changes to habitats….


The creation and management of Rye 
Harbour Nature Reserve over the last 


30 years has been fantastic.


RSPB Pagham and Medmerry doing lots 
of work to help wildlife 


In my local area there are more spaces 
dedicated for wildflower meadows 


and increased signage informing 
people of nature that can be found.


Wakehurst manages the meadows and 
areas of bracken very carefully, which 


encourages the growth of different 
flowers. 


Since we put a wildlife pond in the 
garden, more insects and birds around 


it, even foxes, and, cats, drinking from it 


Wildlife management on the Downs 
within Brighton & Hove: more sites 


devoted to growing/protecting 
wildflowers 


Increase in wildflowers, pollinators and 
insects in a large lawn area left 


unmown  for a summer. 


Rye nature reserve has increased the 
salt marsh and nesting islands for birds,  


Some farmers have added flower bee 
borders


Sussex Wildlife Trust have done a lot of 
work expanding the nature reserves


Recent initiatives to reintroduce 
traditional hedgerows is extremely 


positive and welcome


Positive changes with the local farmer 
creating hedgerows, leaving fields for 


skylarks


My garden which involves some 
rewilding, protection from water 


flooding,  has diminished hard 
landscaping is improving my own little 


area of biodiversity


Verges cut less often so more 
wildflowers and bugs


A lot of work is being done around the 
Adur Estuary and Sussex coastline


On the river Rother the Environment 
Agency, Petworth & Bognor Angling 


Club and the Wild Trout Trust worked 
hard together to create riffles to act as  
spawning beds to aid natural increase 


in fish stocks


All the work at Buchan Country Park to 
manage and extend their lowland 


heathland habitat.


Tree felling due to ash die back changed 
habitats, opened up glades etc new 


flowers growing, bumblebees nesting in 
the woodchip.  The meadow being left 


unmown resulted in a significant 
increase in biodiversity. 


Better management of farmland such as 
Pevensey Levels


Parts of scrubland on the Downs are 
cleared to encourage re growth and 


which provide new habitats for plants 
and insects. 


"Nature piles" being left with wood, 
leaves and so on. 


The cemetery has been managed with 
longer grass areas and wildflowers and 


has changed from trimmed lawns to 
areas full of butterflies


Increased long grass 'no mow May' has 
increased the habitat for voles in the 


garden


We planted wild flowers in an area of 
our garden and extra flowers self-
seeded and biodiversity increased.


The dew pond at Seaford Head has 
been restored. Rare wildlife can be 


found there.


Since improving my land I have seen a 
positive impact on the wildlife.


Purchase and rewilding of Sompting 
Brooks, Salts Farm, Bramber Brooks


Our local group BilliGreen works to 
develop no mow strategies and 


wildflower planting, as well as support 
birds and bats
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Loss of birds Loss of insects Loss of mammals Other losses


Verbatims: I’ve noticed a decrease in the amount of wildlife/species
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I haven't seen any House Martins or 
Swallows in the last few years. I rarely 


see Greenfinches, see far fewer 
Starlings and Magpies than I used to.


Dramatic loss of insects as we have 
turned messy into manicured.


Far fewer insects. I remember car 
bumpers being spattered with them 


every long car journey.


Hedgehogs don't visit our garden 
anymore and houses have been built 
over fields where deer used to feed.


Butterflies. I remember enjoying 
hordes of butterflies on Michaelmas 
Daisies in my garden as a child.  You 


don't see them in that kind of 
abundance now.


General decrease especially butterflies


People and authorities don't 
encourage insects that feed the 


ecosystem.  All pesticides should be 
banned


Seen less of long tail tits, no longer see 
bats, no longer hear nightingales


Lots of plant species that were once 
common becoming less or much less 


common. 


Rarely see hares, water voles or 
hedgehogs 


I used to see bats around my property  
but have not for several years now.


Used to have hedgehogs in the garden, 
no longer see them


Seems to be less nocturnal animals than 
before (Hedgehogs, foxes, bats etc) 


There appears to be less wildlife in rock 
pools, almost sterile.  30 years ago was 


able to find shrimp, crabs, small fish 
and shellfish, sadly a rare occasion if 


any seen.


Loss of at least 20-30 house martin 
nests over the past 10 years. 


Bird life has dramatically decreased 
since just I started living here 20 years 
ago. Gone are turtle doves and species 


such as lesser spotted woodpecker, 
nightingale and many farmland birds


Fewer rabbits and hares. 


Streams and rivers never have 
frogspawn or newts any more. 


Changes in breeding birds as Sussex 
has got too hot (eg willow warbler) 


Many less swifts.


Lots of wildlife are being killed on the 
roads, I especially see a lot of foxes and 


badgers. Also rise of avian flu.


Since the 1970s I have seen a decline 
in Lacewings.FAR fewer bird species eg various 


finches, swifts, swallows, kestrels, 
skylarks, lapwings, cuckoo etc.


Seen less of long tail tits, no longer see 
bats, no longer hear nightingales


I have not seen many reptiles despite 
looking around in the places they used 
to be. I live near a stream but the fish 


that I used to spot are not around 
anymore.


Rabbit numbers seem to have crashed
Commercial bait digging on the 


foreshore depleting worm species


No water voles alongside the Arundel 
pathway in Mill Lane


Lack of insects’ particularly moths due 
to street might pollution


I used to see lizards and newts all the 
time when I was little but now only 


once in a very blue moon.


Sandwich Tern, the breeding of this 
species in Sussex is impacted by 


overfishing


Fewer insects - notably bees, 
butterflies







More birds 
(esp birds of prey) Species brought-back Other increases Less welcome species


Verbatims: I’ve noticed an increase in the amount of wildlife/species
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Since RSPB took over management of 
Pagham and Medmerry harbours I 


have seen many more bird species in 
my garden


As a result of wilding at Knepp I've 
seen storks, purple emperors etc and 


the white tail eagle


Reintroduction of Beavers


I've noticed the increase in seals visiting 
the harbour


Last year saw more butterflies


More rare butterflies returning to the 
area all over Sussex, purple emperors 


in Abbot’s wood, white Admirals, 
large Tortoiseshell on the downs.


Increase in birds - never used to see 
red kites in Sussex. I see more 


buzzards now too.


As a County Mycological Recorder I have 
seen and documented increases in 


numbers of alien species


Introduction of ponies and cattle on 
the Ashdown Forest which is good.


We have more deer in the surrounding 
countryside due to woodlands being 


built on and a lack of culling.


Red kites are coming back and more 
Peregrine Falcons around


Many more ravens, Goosanders, 
curlews, and avocets 


More urban foxes - not always an 
improvement


More birds on the downs, sometimes 
two breeding seasons


More butterflies, bees and other 
insects since the Council have only been 
mowing our verges twice a year at the 


right time.


Less Honey Bees but increase in 
Bumble Bees


I have noticed an increase in the 
larger birds - Crows , seagulls and 


Pigeons


An increase in wetland species such 
as Little Egrets and birds of prey. 


I have spotted more invasive species 
and their impact in particular on rivers 


and aquatic habitats


Introduction of sea eagles.


Increases in invasives and foreign 
species e.g. Himalayan balsam, Ash 


Dieback, Harlequin beetle etc.


Relative increase in invertebrates at 
places such as Knepp


More wildflowers at Pagham Harbour







96% of responders are concerned about the current state 
or future of nature in Sussex.  
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West Sussex East Sussex
Brighton & 


Hove


Very concerned 64% 63% 82%
Somewhat concerned 33% 33% 18%


Not concerned 1% 1% 0%
Not sure 1% 3% 0%


Blanks 5% 8% 0%


Verbatims in the data speak to a general negative trend with losses to almost all habitats and species types. 
But there is acknowledgement that in small pockets, where targeted habitat management has taken place, things 
are turning round. This isn’t enough to stem the issue, but it, and the rewilding movement are a vital source of a 
hope for local people.  Also noted is the importance of initiatives like No-Mow May, and the role played by 
community groups to care for their local areas. 
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What you’d like to see


SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk



http://www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk/





Which habitats - that responders think are at risk or damaged - would 
they like to see recovered in Sussex in the future?
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• The habitats that are most visibly at risk or damaged across the counties are woodlands, hedgerows and river catchments. 
Meadows, coastal environments, marine and farmland are also frequently mentioned. 







Which species - which responders think are at risk or damaged -  would 
they like to see recovered in Sussex in the future?
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• The species that are most visibly at risk or damaged across the counties include birds, hedgehogs, butterflies, insects and bees. 







What wider benefits of nature's recovery do responders want to 
see/experience locally? They could tick any that applied.
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West Sussex East Sussex Brighton & Hove


Knowing positive action for nature is taking place 88% 86% 91%
Seeing more wildlife 80% 82% 82%
Cleaner air or water 79% 82% 95%


A reduction in the impact of flooding/storms 72% 67% 91%
More nature near to where I live 57% 52% 68%


Opportunity to access nature for my mental or physical health 55% 59% 73%
More carbon captured/stored 55% 54% 82%


More shade/urban cooling 34% 42% 68%
Economic benefits (e.g. more visitors/tourism, or from farming, fishing etc.) 22% 30% 23%


Other (please specify) 14% 17% 9%







What else would responders like to see? 
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More thought on sustainable 
development e.g. solar panels 


becoming standard on new 
builds. More common areas 
being planted as meadow - 


annual or perennial.


All newbuild houses 
should have a swift brick 
or two. All garden fences 


should have gaps for 
hedgehog highways.


Management needs 
to work for 


landowners and 
farmers as well as the 


public.


Farmers supported to 
adopt more 


sustainable farming 
practices 


More education and 
incentives for farmers 
to farm in ways that 
protect nature and 


biodiversity


Greater support for 
and evidence of 


connected networks    
of habitat within the 


county, to prevent 
existing species 


becoming isolated in 
shrinking “islands” of 


suitable habitat.


It is important that 
nature reserves or 


habitats are not 
isolated, so there 


need to be corridors 
between them.


Provide green corridors in urban areas 
and encourage sustainable 


development on brownfield sites with 
connected wildlife areas as a default


Please don't ignore the 
initiative for wildlife 


corridors – e.g. 
protecting a wide enough 
area around the Lavant so 


that migrating species 
can get into the National 


Park from the coast. 


A more thoughtful 
approach to house 


building that creates 
and protects wildlife 


corridors


Local government 
departments 


working better 
together to give 
space to nature 


and meet carbon 
reduction targets [More] 


conservation 
volunteer opps. 
nearer to where 
I live - I have to 


travel a long 
distance (Mid 


Sussex)


A joined-up approach to 
planning that allows 


connected spaces for nature 
from one area to another 
including nature tunnels, 


corridors and bridges.


More street trees 
and the right 
planting for 


climate 
adaptation. 


Stop farmer 
bashing and look 


at the route 
cause of 
problems


United efforts of volunteer 
conservation groups etc… should be 


encouraged and supported, 
especially among younger people.


All new 
houses to 


have at least 
1 small tree in 
every garden


Wheelchair 
accessible 


areas


More good public 
transport to access 


nature reserves… [It] 
Can take hours using 
public transport or is 


impossible or very 
expensive 


Safe cycle paths 
linking urban areas 
to country parks, 


woodlands etc 


Increase 
in the 


'Right to 
Roam'


Thoughtful development Green corridors


Better/joined-up public 
transport to help reduce 


road traffic.


More nature literacy in the 
wider population, so more 
people understand how it 


works and have opportunities 
to help (as individuals or 


groups). 
One of the things I love about 
my community is the nature-


sharing on Facebook. Let's 
instil more confidence to 


participate in nature 
recording/ reporting and 


making a difference.


I have a large group of 
volunteers ready to survey 
areas of potential imp. for 


biodiversity and would 
appreciate guidance on the 


information to collect 


Places for older 
and disabled 
folk to sit and 


rest.


Working with farmers


Better accessLocal action enabled


We need to be 
bolder, less risk 
averse and more 
joined up in our 


thinking and 
acting


Joined up planning 







Some final words….
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“I want to see a cleaner, healthier environment one 
that focuses on nature and restoring habitats and 


wildlife”


“We must protect our countryside, restore nature and 
take a holistic land use approach. I want Sussex to be 
a leading engaging and inclusive county for cutting 
edge nature  restoration. Please be very ambitious”


“Knepp: Their lead on rewilding, nature corridors and 
species protection plus the beauty of their estate make 


them a natural champion for the county”


“We mustn’t lose sight of our precious natural 
habitats and the variety of nature around us. For their 
sake, and for the mental and physical health of all of 


us who live here, we must protect our surviving green 
spaces to encourage the recovery of our declining 


flora and fauna species”


“We applaud the work done by the Sussex Wildlife Trust, RSPB 
and National Trust, WWT, the SDNPA and other landowners. 


However, efforts need to be more joined up, and local 
authorities need to allow less selling off of farmland for house 


building.”


”There are many local events taking place in West Sussex from 
repair cafes and recycling education events. There seems to be 
a lot of interest and support for these which is heartening. They 
make me feel that there is an appetite for change; for doing the 


right thing, and for helping the environment.”


“A few well-meaning people will help but unlikely to make 
sufficient difference. We need to get a broader spectrum of 
people to see the benefits of valuing and making a place for 


nature, and children will be the future for this”


“Great imitative, hopefully actions are taken after the strategy is 
released and it's not just left on a shelf!“
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Upcoming 
engagement 
activities


EastsussexLNRS@eastsussex.gov.uk


WestSussexLNRS@westsussex.gov.uk
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Working calendar of key activities 
2023 2024 2025


Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct 
Nov & 


Dec 


Jan-June 
Public 


Consultation


Env’t sector & 
local partners


Land-owners 
& managers


Developers & 
Local Planners


Community 
groups, volun-
tary orgs, 
local councils


Wider public


Beyond the 
usual suspects


Health & 
Wellbeing 


Businesses & 
organisations


High level evidence created TRP 
Review


Local Partners confirm 
priorities. Partnerships 


confirm priorities


Priority 
short 
listing


Launch 
webinar


Playback 
webinar


Web-
inars


Website & 
Survey 


live


Outreach, events, presentations


Survey 
closes


Councillor 
briefings     


Measures workshops


Warm and cold conversations with landowners and managers
Train-the-trainer sessions


Events 


Business network presentations online & in person and warm 
conversations


Surveys


Playback 
Webinars


Survey


Home 
builders 
meeting


BNG 
briefings


LNRS 
update


LNRS 
update


Review 
measures Write up of docs


Workshop Workshop


Business 
survey


Newsletter updates, events etc.


Review by Healthy 
Places Forum TBC.


Green 
groups 
briefing


Video live
Comms, PR, Events & 


survey







Other engagement activities coming up….
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• June public webinars
• East Sussex, Brighton & Hove = Monday 10th June, 6-7pm
• West Sussex = Tuesday 11th June, 6-7pm
• More inspiring/educational focus. Sourcing case studies!


• Big comms push to recruit for the webinars and survey
• Opportunity to share our new video and stats from survey


• Working with youth cabinets and schools
• Focus group with West Sussex YC held on Monday
• Exploring ideas such as creating a podcast or vox pops 


• Farmer/Landowner warm conversations resume – May/June



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fTqSyMfAmU&t=1s
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Where do responders live – based on 1255 responses 


Which county? Which District?
District No Responses


Adur & Worthing 117 9%
Arun 145 12%


Brighton & Hove 132 11%
Chichester 134 11%


Crawley 59 5%
Eastbourne 87 7%


Hastings 17 1%
Horsham 124 10%


Lewes 148 12%
Mid Sussex 114 9%


Rother 93 7%
Wealden 82 7%


Blanks 3 0%
Total 1255 100%


East Sussex, 
425, 34%


West Sussex, 
692, 55%


Brighton & Hove, 
132, 11%


None of the 
above, 3, 0%
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