Sussex LNRS Working Group
Meeting Notes
Monday 20 May 2024, 11:00 to 13:00
Present: ESCC, WSCC, SDNPA, WayForward, HWAONB, SWT, BHCC, SxBRC, Knepp, EA, CBC, WSCC, CJH Farm Advice/SE FWAG, HDC, CLA, MSDC, SxNP, NE, HDC, FC, ESCC, ESCC
Apologies: RDC, WDC, HDC, FC

1. Welcome, Introductions and Apologies
ESCC welcomed everyone to the meeting. ESCC to Chair.
2. Minutes and matters arising
Minutes accepted and no matters arising. 
All actions from last meeting are completed/covered in this meeting.
3. General Update
Defra:-
· Mapping potential measures guidance has been published.
· Awaiting release of the purchase orders. In a good place budget-wise.
Project planning: good progress. Pre-consultation will go out to this group by Christmas:-
· WBS1 – all completed.
· WBS2 – APIB completed bar a few issues. Description is in development, informed by the completed plans and strategies, and trends, threats and pressures pieces.
· WBS3 – ongoing stakeholder engagement services being secured via WayForward. Working towards engagement with farmers/landowners (large-landed estates and farm clusters) and youth (East/West Sussex Youth Cabinets). Will attend a CLA conference and NFU event. Two county-level workshops in June. Public survey responses are going up, as are previous webinar and video views.
Project mapping tool: complete and due to be live by the end of this week.
Species: there will be a Species T&FG meeting on 5th June. A draft long list has been compiled.
Marine: ongoing liaison with Sussex Bay and their Seascape Restoration Strategy. The national marine LNRS group has been dissolved but it could be revived.

4. Update on Stakeholder Engagement
Draft slides for June webinars


This presentation is a key point in the engagement calendar for the public.
Discussion
The APIB map is too complicated to show in the slides but it will be described during the presentation.
It’s worth conveying the importance of habitat mosaics between key priority habitats.
It may be worth adding deer management groups to the landowner engagement activities.
5. Discussion around Priorities


Exercise on shortlisting priorities.
6. Next Steps (Chair)
Summary of actions from above:
· Add SDNPA to farm cluster meetings.
· Share the project mapping tool once live.
· Circulate species T&FG meeting invitation.
· Add Knepp/W2W to species T&FG meeting.
· Keep BHCC linked into the Savills group meeting.
· Have a look at Environmental Farmers Group.
· Ensure that Knepp and SDNPA is included in landowner engagement activities.
· Discuss landowner engagement with Knepp.
· Send physical hardcopy of flyers to SDNPA.
Priority: unpick the above exercise and feedback to the next WG meeting.

7. AOB
Habitat banking report for BHCC is in its draft form.
All to promote June webinars. 

DONM: 17 June 2024, 11:00-13:00
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What we’re going to
cover today

* Housekeeping

* Nature in East Sussex & Brighton & Hove
* Landscape, places, habitats, species

* Why is nature recovery needed?
* What you’ve noticed

* What does nature recovery look like?
e Local Nature Recovery Strategies

* Developing priorities and measures

e Getting involved






Housekeeping

» Use the chat to ask technical questions about the webinar e.g. if you can’t see the
slides or are struggling to hear the presenters

e Use the Q&A button to ask panellists questions about the LNRS which will be
addressed during the Q&A session.

* Questions can be asked anonymously.

* You can see others’ questions and can upweight them if you think they’re important.

A recording of this webinar will be uploaded to the website in the next few days.
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What has informed this presentation

What you’ve told us Activities and projects of

Ecological evidence through the groups/orgs working
surveys/conversations for nature
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1. Nature in East Sussex and Brighton & Hove





East Sussex and Brighton & Hove landscape characteristics

Farmland
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Natlonal Trust

e -Slssmghurst
Castle Garden

National landscapes [ \m— Koyal
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National
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26 Local Nature Reserves
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Some of our rare and special habitats

Vegetated Shingle Chalk grassland Ancient Woodland Saltmarsh
Only found in a few Rare and extremely Medieval deer forests Only 45,000 ha left in
locations in the world biodiverse, formed by the UK

grazing over millenia
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Where you like to experience nature

In Ea

Brighton & Hove

} Ashdown Forest

+ heathland habitat

-

R S~ N2

©.®

« Its variety and vastness

)

« Large open Iandscape,‘«
|
excellent views. {

4|gh°@_§ld Tenterden - Stunning landscape ar!
Natiogal and conservation

l'andscape - Wildiffe

+ Wide open spaces, rict
\ "+ NICE WALKS AND NAT
9 / + Trees and birdlife

Battle | *nature and birdwatchir

o)

2ULE

A 9 51.07232, 0.04909

Hastings ) \9 ! A @

v/
Horsha @

+ The Heather, the pine, the variety of habitats, the
vast size for endless rambling

BURARS ) Y/ =EnNnelnsmer..

SN "o

* Views, space

Q© Nvaino Winws

LUIUUINTACSF S TEREN | el

+ Close by, accessible
+ Scenery, wildlife

| |
+ Large countryside area with assorted birds & 0 ¢ . Open and challenging
wildlife .
|

Lewes Railway Land

+ Nature conservation in action, dynamic, interplay
of the rivers and tides everchanging

+ I'm volunteer entomologist for this site where I've
been monitoring aquatic insects every 6 months
since 1990.

+ Unspoilt reclaimed natural environment

+ It's close to my home and on the level

+ It's close to home. So | can see it frequently as
the weather and seasons change. It is actively
managed for wildlife.

Details from Google Maps Remove
Lewes BN7 2BS
View in Google Maps

9 50.8715,0.01824

QY. 4§

(A7

D—:nksi
g |

Beautiful scenery, woods and fields. Fabulous

+ Great walking and views oo

Details from Google!,
]

B
i

e —— zr-x)

X
Alexandra Park
« Local greenspace that is accessible, contains a
variety of habitats (ponds, lakes, streams,
woodland and grassland), and hosts a lot of
wildlife.
« Beautiful park within 10 min walk from me
* For everyone and all creatures from well tended
to wild stream/Gill
+ So varied
+ One of the most beautiful parks around, easy to
get to by short train ride
Details from Google Maps Remove
St Helen's Rd, Hastings TN34 2LG
www.hastings.gov.uk
+44 1424 451050
9 50.864,0.57949 /700

o Hasunas

nQ
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The habitats you’ve told us you love

East Sussex

Woodlands
W
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Underrated wildlife
havens

Bluebells, prim-
roses, anemones,
violets — magic!

Wildlife habitat and
green corridor
Home to hazel
dormice & other
species

Hearing wood-
peckers & bird song

Peaceful, nature,
restorative

Vital for the soul
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Species you love

song and the way
they hover

Of Skylarks: the |

Hearing the
Nightingale can be
wonderfully life

changing.

Hearing their song,
watching their
activities

Butterflies

Love Orange tip,
brimstone, peacock,
small tortoiseshell,
small heath,
common blue etc

Adonis Blue:

Uncommon

downland butterfly,
stunning colour

Catching a glimpse
of these wonderful
creatures is such a
treat

East Sussex by Species

S L]
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2. Why is nature recovery needed?





Shocking state of UK nature

-,

. =Y \ Q-ﬂ ,‘ * 55% decline in farmland birds

- —

. o * The UK is one of the most
11n 6 species » ‘A~~. nature depleted countries in

at risk of being Wl the world.

Flost from :s | T * Coordination needed at the

g Great Brltam =L local level: we need to work
© s collaboratively together to

identify and agree where and
how to act.

Ref: State of Nature 2023

-
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96% of survey responders are concerne
current state or future of nature in Sussex.

Negative changes to habitats (e.g. damage, loss, pollution etc.) 70% 68%

A decrease in the amount of wildlife/species 65% 64%
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What concerns you: declining in
conditions of habitats from multiple pressures

Urbanisation/Development | Litter / pollution / pesticides Declining condition

e

More development has reduced the
number of mature trees and

~N

Rubbish everywhere, neglected lots
bushes cut back too much

|

L hedgerows. )
- - \ Arable fields devoid of life due to
New housing have broken up green - o -
. excessive pesticide and weedkiller |
q corridors )

.

Designated area of darkness has been
taken away by over lighting.

S

Sewage in the river and seas, lots of litter i
around

J/

-

4 Complete destruction of floodplains by

developing housing and industrial areas

on them. This has led to more and more

flooding incidents

-

The Cuckmere River was depleted of )

a result of this.

More lawns and highly managed areas,
less meadow or woodland.

&

I

Terrible and saddening increase in litter

oxygen when the flow was restricted.
J
and other rubbish ]

7

Vast areas of countryside and fields
have been replaced by housing.

There were large numbers of dead fish as
Pollution of streams, rivers and sea. ]

E

[

-

Destruction of ancient ponds,
hedgerows and fewer meadows due to
over development, farming practices
and lack of awareness of their value.

\

River diversity annihilated by poisoning

-

J

(

-

Brown & green field habitats have
massively decreased over last 30 years.
Far fewer green spaces between towns

& villages

N L

A terribly neglected pond at Fairfield
Rec. There WERE newts. It's now
completely flooded and it's still full of
litter and fly-tipped bike wheels etc

7

.

fly tipping/ littering is ruining habitats all
over the city and country

]

J

Dead trees being removed, less places
for bats, owls, swallows to nest up in
(old farm builds being demolished)
e over manage river/ estuarine
habitats. it would be good to...
promote natural function. We need to
reconnect the estuary with the

In my immediate surroundings, field )
margins have been eroded and
hedgerows cut back severely.

/" Encroachment of bramble, scrub and
secondary woodland over good-quality
semi improved grassland and chalk
grassland, and the loss of associated
\_ species. J
(" Poorly managed roadside verges (cut at
wrong time of year to preserve flowers
for nectarine by insects), hedgerows

poorly managed for nesting birds

\_ /

die. Especially daffodils and snow drops. )

Plants growing earlier due to global B

warming, but they could still freeze and

Riverbanks eroding badly, flooding of
fields etc. Changing wildlife habitats.

[

[nvasive sedge is spreading rapidly
especially in woodlands. This tall plant
blocks out light for more delicate
species, such as bluebells. Please tackle
urgently

)

Increased flooding on the Manhood
Peninsula

Accelerated cliff Erosion.

N\ N/~

)_4\

Increasingly intensive arable farming
practices including use of chemicals.

Places that should be protected are
damaged by watersports (windsurfers,
kayakers, paddleboarding)

]

[ Hedges flailed too hard, too often

Simplification of chalk grassland
habitats. e.g. Kingston Hill, in part due
to aerial spraying of fertilizer

\(

Increased seaweed and 'blooms' in
Chichester Harbour

J/

N

Overgrazing by sheep has killed some of )
the chalk grasslands oy






What concerns you: loss of species

/~ Bird life has dramatically decreased
since just | started living here 20 years
ago. Gone are turtle doves and species
such as lesser spotted woodpecker,
\__hightingale and many farmland birds _/

(" Changes in breeding birds as Sussex )
has got too hot (eg willow warbler)

L Many less swifts. )

(" I haven't seen any House Martins or N

Swallows in the last few years. | rarely
see Greenfinches, see far fewer
\_ Starlings and Magpies than | used to. )

Loss of at least 20-30 house martin
nests over the past 10 years. )
=

N\

Seen less of long tail tits, no longer see
bats, no longer hear nightingales

-

" FAR fewer bird species eg various
finches, swifts, swallows, kestrels,

9 skylarks, lapwings, cuckoo etc. )

4 N
Seen less of long tail tits, no longer see
bats, no longer hear nightingales

Sandwich Tern, the breeding of this
species in Sussex is impacted by

J

N

\ overfishing Y

Far fewer insects. | remember car
bumpers being spattered with them
every long car journey. y

Dramatic loss of insects as we have
turned messy into manicured.

s ™

General decrease especially butterflies

. -

f People and authorities don't A
encourage insects that feed the
ecosystem. All pesticides should be
. banned J
/" Butterflies. | remember enjoying
hordes of butterflies on Michaelmas
Daisies in my garden as a child. You
don't see them in that kind of
abundance now.

(.

[ Since the 1970s | have seen a decline
in Lacewings.

Lack of insects’ particularly moths due )

Fewer rabbits and hares.

Used to have hedgehogs in the garden,
no longer see them

(" Lots of plant species that were once
common becoming less or much less
S common.

£

\]

-

Hedgehogs don't visit our garden
anymore and houses have been built
over fields where deer used to feed.

J

4 ™\
Seems to be less nocturnal animals than

before (Hedgehogs, foxes, bats etc)

Rarely see hares, water voles or
hedgehogs

N\

AN

/)

to street might pollution )

N\ [

butterflies

Fewer insects - notably bees, ]

y

Lots of wildlife are being killed on the
roads, | especially see a lot of foxes and
badgers. Also rise of avian flu.

o

Rabbit numbers seem to have crashed

J

| used to see bats around my property
but have not for several years now.

]

("~ There appears to be less wildlife in rock
pools, almost sterile. 30 years ago was
able to find shrimp, crabs, small fish
and shellfish, sadly a rare occasion if

\_ any seen.

4 N\
Streams and rivers never have

frogspawn or newts any more.

/" 1 have not seen many reptiles despite I

looking around in the places they used

to be. | live near a stream but the fish
that | used to spot are not around

anymore.

.

(

J
Commercial bait digging on the )

. foreshore depleting worm species

~ [

No water voles alongside the Arundel
pathway in Mill Lane

J

( -
| used to see lizards and newts all the )
time when | was little but now only
once in a very blue moon.

(.
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Ecological pressures from W

What habitats and species are particularly at risk if we don’t act?
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3. What does nature recovery look like?





How do we recover nature?
What does action for nature look like?

What does bigger, better, more joined up mean?
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In East Sussex and Brighton & Hove, action for natu
already taking place. What you’ve noticed.

Positive changes to habitats 21% 32%

An increase in the amount of wildlife/species 9% 14%

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e





What you’ve noticed, and what you’ve don

(" The creation and management of Rye
Harbour Nature Reserve over the last

L 30 years has been fantastic.

=

V4

manage and extend their lowland
9 heathland habitat.

(" All the work at Buchan Country Park to )

J

Rye nature reserve has increased the

salt marsh and nesting islands for birds,

Some farmers have added flower bee
borders

~N

/
4

Sussex Wildlife Trust have done a lot of
work expanding the nature reserves

A lot of work is being done around the
Adur Estuary and Sussex coastline

Recent initiatives to reintroduce

traditional hedgerows is extremely
positive and welcome

Purchase and rewilding of Sompting
Brooks, Salts Farm, Bramber Brooks

!

The dew pond at Seaford Head has
been restored. Rare wildlife can be

|
|
|
|
|

found there.

(" Wakehurst manages the meadows and
areas of bracken very carefully, which
encourages the growth of different

\_ flowers.

In my local area there are more spaces

dedicated for wildflower meadows
and increased signage informing

Y people of nature that can be found. )

(" Wildlife management on the Downs
within Brighton & Hove: more sites
devoted to growing/protecting

\_ wildflowers

/~ Tree felling due to ash die back changed}

habitats, opened up glades etc new
flowers growing, bumblebees nesting in
the woodchip. The meadow being left
unmown resulted in a significant
increase in biodiversity.

N

([ Better management of farmland such as

L Pevensey Levels

/~ On the river Rother the Environment 1\
Agency, Petworth & Bognor Angling
Club and the Wild Trout Trust worked
hard together to create riffles to act
as spawning beds to aid natural
increase in fish stocks

/

-
Verges cut less often so more
wildflowers and bugs

J/
~

creating hedgerows, leaving fields for
skylarks J

[ Positive changes with the local farmer

" Parts of scrubland on the Downs are
cleared to encourage re growth and
which provide new habitats for plants

\_ and insects.

( RSPB Pagham and Medmerry doing lots
of work to help wildlife

|

(" Increased long grass 'no mow may' has )
increased the habitat for voles in the

9 garden )

(" The cemetery has been managed with )
longer grass areas and wildflowers and
has changed from trimmed lawns to

(" Increase in wildflowers, pollinators and
insects in a large lawn area left in mown

L for a summer.

/" My garden which involves some
rewilding, protection from water
flooding, has diminished hard
landscaping is improving my own little
\_ area of biodiversity W,

S

Since we put a wildlife pond in the
garden, more insects and birds around
_ it, even foxes, and, cats, drinking from it )

"Nature piles" being left with wood,

leaves and so on.
. J

( We planted wild flowers in an area of )
our garden and extra flowers self-

areas full of butterflies

- /

\_ seeded and biodiversity increased. )

[ Since improving my land | have seena )

Our local group BilliGreen works to )
develop no mow strategies and
wildflower planting, as well as support
birds and bats J»

9





East Sussex Case studies (each up to

Weald to Waves Wilder Ouse Wilding Waterhall Lewes Swifts (TBC)

e Vision/Movement * Delivery focus * Rewilding a golf course, ¢ Red-listed species
* Landowner-led * Provides advice near an urban area. * What local people are
* Creation of nature * Provides e Restoration of a key doing about it
corridors volunteers and unigue habitat:
e Gardens * Ponds creation chalk grassland

example e Use of volunteers






West Sussex Case studies

GREENING

STEYNING - BRAMBER - BEEDING

Weald to Waves Sussex Youth Rangers Greening Steyning _

e Vision/Movement Young people from  What an organised
* Landowner-led urban areas engaged in community group can
* Creation of nature nature conservation achieve.

corridors * Practical skill e Wildlife gardens,

* Gardens surveying and more






‘

4. Local Nature Recovery Strategies





What are Local Nature
Recovery Strategies? (LNRS)

* Legal requirement

A new, statutory process to
* England-wide agree at the local level, the

e Landscape scale priorities and actions
needed to drive nature’s

* Executed at the county level recovery and wider

 Collaboratively produced environmental benefits

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e





48 strategies being developed across England

Responsible authority

North of Tyne Combined Authority

Westmorland and Furness Councl :

Durham County Counci S \

Gateshead Councd ‘v) Legend

Tees Valey Mayoral Combined Authorty P o

Lancashire County Councl f 01 q LNRS Areas
North Yorkshire Counci ! .

West Yorkshire Combined Authority ! o

East Ridng of Yorkshire Councll / a4

L A Led by ‘Responsible Authorities’

South Yorkshire Mayoral Combined Authority o2 N "0 Dy
Cheshire West and Chester Council e N NS

e S D Y Two LNRS will cover Sussex:
e TN~ [ * East Sussex (incl Brighton & Hove)
e o s &g * West Sussex

North Northamptonshire Councl \ \ ( 7
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority AT ( A A o
Norfolk County Councd G Bt -5 4

e o IR D = A When complete, they will join up with

Oxfordshire County Councl = ‘.’ ’&22 X

e e il o v Al Y the 46 others to support the creation of
e ot ST LSS LD a seamless, England-wide

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Counci \ e A e O oy
Surrey County Councl ¥ Y ?‘ BN e ‘/

Cromr Lo Ay AS R s S e g Nature Recovery Network
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How they work

27

Map existing valuable areas for nature

Gather the environmental issues that
are most important to local people

Collaboratively agree the priorities for
nature’s recovery

Map proposals for creating or improving
habitats and species and for delivering
wider environmental benefits

Review every 3-10 years.

Step 1: Map areas that are of particular
importance for biodiversity including national
conservation sites, local nature reserves, local

wildlife sites and irreplaceable habitats

J

N

( Step 2: Map areas where action for nature )

s N
Step 3: Describe the strategy area and its
biodiversity and opportunities for recovery

recovery has been taken when LNRSs are >
reviewed and republished

. J \ J
A A 4
g ) @ 3
Step 5: Map areas that could become i Step 4: Agree LNRS priorities and identify
of particular importance ke potential measures
\ V, \ J
A
Statement of
[ Local habitat map ] [ biodiversity ]
priorities

Local nature
recovery strategy

o





What they’ll do

LNRS will help
direct future

effort & funding

28

Biodiversity Net Gain: will direct funding into areas that
will deliver the greatest benefits to nature

ELMs: role in guiding funding through the scheme to be
defined by Defra

Local planning: inform the planning process and public
authorities’ strengthened biodiversity duty

* Nature-based Solutions: inform their delivery which will

help direct funding from private sector

Aid collaboration: help the public, private and voluntary
sectors work more effectively together for nature’s
recovery and focus collective effort

Targeting: ensure the right things are done in the most
effective areas.

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk





What’s in scope (and what’s not

e They will bring forward opportunities to create or improve habitat and support species recovery in Sussex.

e They will capture deliverability and provide evidence to inform process such as BNG.

* BUT, they aren’t able to protect more spaces for nature in Sussex
* Being mapped or otherwise identified won’t confer any new protections.

* The LNRS cannot dictate how land is used. Measures put forward by landowners for action on their land are
recommendations not obligations.

* We can use the LNRS to flag pressures on nature e.g. pollution in rivers

* But they can’t deal with the source (e.g. sewage), if the source is covered by other regulatory frameworks.

* They are a material consideration in the planning process, e.g. Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans

* But the weight given to them is a matter for the decision maker, who must balance other national/local material considerations

And there are narrow guidelines for what can be mapped:
* Map 1: Existing areas of importance for biodiversity: only designated sites and irreplaceable habitats

29 + Map 2: Areas that could become important: Can’t use indiscriminate mapping, needs a broad understanding that a measure
could be achieved in the next 5-8 years. )
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5. Developing priorities and measures





Definitions ‘
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How the long list of priorities is being gathered

What local people tell us
is important to them

From the ecological
evidence

Priorities
long list

Published plans and

strategies
e.g. Local Plans, Catchment
Mgmt Plans, Climate Plans, Tree
strategies, Neighbourhood
Plans

Your community group
or organisation’s
priorities

Short list of
priorities

32 www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk ,9'





Where are we in the LNRS process?

Mapping Areas of Importance for Biodiversity (APIB)

Collating pressures, threat, challenges, opportunities

Gathering the priorities longlist

Shortlisting the priorities

Identify potential measures

Mapping Areas that Could become of Importance for
Biodiversity (ACIB)

Public Consultation

Publication

We are here

Relevant RA detail produced for review —
not yet published.

N\

Multiple sources including ecological
evidence, surveys, farmer ‘warm
conversations’, workshops etc. Plus, a huge
piece of work to collate priorities from
published plans so that we’re not
duplicating efforts.

Shortlist criteria to be agreed, aim to
produce draft shortlist before July

Early Autumn

Autumn

January 2025

e A VANYVAWAN

Summer 2025 — due to local elections b






The priorities we’ve gathered so far and how
you’'ve contributed to those
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Next steps:

* Short listing
* |dentifying measures

35 www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk ,9'
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6. Getting involved





How to get involved with the LNR

Interactive map

Newsletter
app

37 www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk ,9'





How you can take action fcm

In your community

38 www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk ,9'





Thank you

Sussex
Nature
Recovery

EastsussexLNRS@eastsussex.gov.uk

WestSussexLNRS@westsussex.gov.uk
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June webinars — please help us promote the

Get involved in your Local
Nature Recovery Strategy

Join us online: Tuesday 11th June 2024, 6-7pm
Webinar for West Sussex

SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk AR Elf(ng%(\’/e%mem

Social media creative

LNRS Video

g o

==
(S

Press release —
coming soon

www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk e





Key engagement stats

Surveys - Responses
e Public survey 1,457
* Groups and organisations
* Landowners

June public webinars — Sign ups
e East Sussex, Brighton & Hove Target 250 per event!
*  West Sussex

Previews webinars — Attendance/Recording views

* Those active in nature’s recovery 127/130

* Parish/Town Councils 60/75

e Landowners 128/179

Workshops — individual attendees

* Health & Wellbeing organisations/groups 27

» Delivery and enabling organisations/groups 44

* Farmer ‘warm conversations’ 8

Other tools

* May Newsletters sends 374

* MyMap views 1,692 2
* LNRS Video views 254 4






Farmers and landowners engagem

Farmer cluster
meetings (awaiting
confirmation)

CLM:

* Middle and Upper
Ouse

* Eastern South Ouse

* Pevensey Levels

CJH Farm Advice

* South Downs Farmers
Group

* Adur to Arun Farmers
Group

* Manhood Farmers
Cluster Group and
other coastal plain
farmers

Other
* Upper Adur Farmers
Group - 20%™ June

Membership body/
group events

NFU webinar — Thursday

Nature Friendly Farming
Network — like July, to be
held with members at a
farm

Savills — event being
organised by Natural
England

Large estates

CLM:

*  Knepp

* Goodwood
* Glynbourne
e |Iford

* Norfolk

Liaising separately with:

e Barlavington
* Gravettye Estate
e Chalk

Individual visits
* Kew/Wakehurst

Sept/Oct Ploughing
matches (to be confirmed)

Engagement with
individual landowners
to be agreed with
Project Manager

B&H

Weald to Waves
Ashdown Forest
Wilder Horsham

Adur Landscape Recovery
etc...
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Purpose of this session

* To update on approach/tasks for identifying (" Step 1: Map areas that are of particular )
( . . ) . Impocum.:e fon: biodiversity including national
opportunities’ — and receive feedback | —
. .
Tp propqse.a!oproach/tasks for completing lon T [l e r——
Ilst Of prlorltles 5 reviewed and republished ) { biodiversity and opportunities for recovery )
° TO intrOduce thoughts On lShort IIStIng’ - and [ SupS:Mapana;;O\nwuldbmm \‘ ( Step 4: Agree LNRS priorities and identify h
gather feedback on approach ' SLPRIAY Mporiers ) ectmiie e )
: Statement of
[ Local habitat map ] [ biodiversity ]
priorities

N

www.sussexnaturerecovery.org.uk e






Ongoing work...

e Drafting of description —including pressures and threats

e Mapping of the APIB (complete-ish)

e Analysis of plans and strategies to identify existing
priorities

e Stakeholder engagement (to gather a range of information
to inform the process) — and development of tools and
materials to facilitate this

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e






Opportunities...what are these?

Mentioned but not defined in the government
guidance and advice.

Our interpretation:

* They flow from the description and evidence base.

“Responsible authorities should use the description of the e They broadly capture what nature in Sussex ‘needs’ to
strategy area and its biodiversity as a basis for writing a recover in response to its current state and in the

description of the opportunities for recovering or
enhancing biodiversity, in terms of habitats and species, in
the strategy area.....

context of identified pressures and threats.

* Guided by Lawton approach and NE NNR handbook

* For nature-based solutions and co-benefits - they
reflect the potential to deliver the ecosystem services

when describing why a habitat in the strategy is
important, they could also include opportunities to

recover or enhance it as part of the description. that are needed and/or could benefit people in Sussex.
Responsible authorities should avoid suggesting specific ‘

locations where they could recover or enhance

biodiversity in their statement of biodiversity priorities”. Set of broad, high-level statements (not maps)

(HM Government (2023). Local Nature Recovery strategy statutory
guidance: what a local nature recovery strategy should contain.

Defra)

4 www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e





Approach and tasks™

Collation from: plans and strategies; evidence base; NCAs/Local LCAs and stakeholder engagement (survey,
April workshop and ongoing landowner engagement)

Specific Tasks m

Review description and identify main opportunities that this suggests. Kate (with
Will be done for: input from
- Each habitat type Julie and Don)

= Species (approach to be agreed via species T&F group)

- Nature-based solutions

- Co-benefits (access to nature; health and wellbeing)

- APIB and Lawton approach i.e. specific opportunities that relate to our designated sites/IH and need
for ‘bigger, better, more, joined’

Add any opportunities reflected in existing plans and strategies, NCAs etc Julie/Clara
Add any opportunities identified through stakeholder engagement (22" April workshop, survey, Diana/Julie
landowner engagement) — high level only

Consultation on opportunities alongside description (Technical Review Panel, Working Group and the TRP
Supporting Authorities Group) — and amend based on feedback WG

SAG

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk 3






Priorities — where are we....

What local people tell us
is important to them

From the ecological
evidence

Priorities
long list

Published plans and

strategies
e.g. Local Plans, Catchment
Mgmt Plans, Climate Plans, Tree
strategies, Neighbourhood
Plans

Your community group
or organisation’s
priorities

Short list of
priorities

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e





Completing the long-list of priorities

An emerging list for each LNRS in Sussex has already been prepared based on the
review of existing plans and strategies.

The following tasks are proposed to finalise this list:

T

Cross reference with description/pressures/opportunities to identify any gaps; suggest additional priorities to address this. Kate/Julie
Check against National Environmental Objectives to identify any gaps; suggest additional priorities to address this Julie

Check against outputs from delivery partners workshop to identify any additional priorities/amend wording of existing list as suggested  Julie/Diana

by attendees
Analysis of surveys (public, farmer/landowner and green-groups) -to extract priorities noted by stakeholders. Diana/lulie
[Rather than a new list - indicate where a preference is stated for something already on the criteria-based list + add any new ones]
Add any further priorities that result through engagement with farm clusters, large landowners/estates and other organisations not Diana/lulie
already covered by 22" April event (e.g. SE water).
Review/agree wording and language Kate, Don,
Julie
Complete final consolidated long-list Julie
Circulate for consultation (Working Group; SAG and delivery bodies workshop attendees/SxNP partners) WG
SAG
h
SxNP ’






Priorities: creating a short-list

What the advice says....

The shortlist should be comprised of:
e Criteria based priorities i.e. those adhere to specific criteria agreed for short-listing

e  Preference-based priorities i.e. those stated as preference by stakeholders

Do the agreed priorities:

e Contribute to a balanced range of national environmental objectives?

e Address the opportunities and pressures identified in the description?

e Sufficiently cover the variation of landscapes and ecosystems in the strategy area?

e Sufficiently balance the contributions from different types of stakeholders? i.e. national experts through to local residents?

e Are there a manageable number of agreed priorities (manageable enough for end-users to understand and to focus on delivery planning).

(Natural England/Defra 2023. Identifying and agreeing priorities and potential measures within Local Nature Recovery Strategies. Advice for Responsible Authorities. P10)

Essentially — what should we really be focusing our efforts on (but in a way that also
reflects types of ecosystems, pressures/threats and what stakeholders have said...)

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e





Thoughts....

Shortlisting will require:
* |dentification of criteria
» Reflection of survey results

* ‘expert’ judgement — via working group — to create criteria and help in application
* Recording of rationale for inclusion/exclusion (even in application of criteria)

Challenges....where we need help!

* What criteria? How to identify those that will ensure meaningful shortlisting!

 What does a ‘manageable’ number of priorities look like (what is our target? how will we know
when we have adequately shortlisted?). Do we need to know this ahead of time....or do we just
apply criteria and wait and see what the list looks like?

* |f application of criteria does not reduce the list sufficiently, on what basis is the list reduced
further via expert input (further criteria?)....Kent situation

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e






Short-listing....tasks™

sk |Who

Discuss/agree: approach to short-listing
Seek guidance from Working Group

Identify a set of criteria to enable ‘first cut’ short list to be produced

Consult on criteria

Apply the agreed criteria to the long list to reduce it to a “first cut’ short list (noting any difficult
decisions or reasons for inclusion/exclusion if not obvious).

Preference-based analysis: Analyse survey results to identify a ‘tally’ of public preference against
the long list priorities. Use this to develop a ‘preference ranking’ of some kind

Bring the two analyses above together to consolidate the ‘first cut’ short list (criteria and
preference).

If necessary, convene expert/cross-sectoral group to review the first short-list and input expert
judgement take the list to a ‘manageable’ number of priorities and to check against the Defra
checklist (see above). Record all decisions of omission/inclusion.

Produce final short-list and circulate for information (further comment?)
*same approach to be used for both LNRSs

WG

Kate, Don, Julie

Website
WG, SAG, other
partners

Kate, Don, Julie + expert
input from WG if
needed

Diana

Julie/Diana

WG

Kate, Don, Julie

g.uk e





Exercise.....

Initial questions:
* Imagine your short list — what’s non-negotiable on it and why?

* Reflect on what you wrote for the above. What criteria would
you suggest to get to your short list?

Take a few minutes for each question on your own. Put your
ideas in the chat. We’ll come back to discuss them.

Add a thumbs up to any comments you agree.

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e





Exercise.....

Final question:
* How many priorities do we think is ‘manageable’?

Again, take a few minutes for this. Put your ideas in the chat.
We'll then come back to discuss your answers.

Add a thumbs up to any comments you agree.

www.SussexNatureRecovery.org.uk e
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